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FOREWORD 
By Dr. T. C. Horton 


Rev. Oswald J. Smith is a man to whom God 
has given a call and a message for this age. He 
has had the privilege of visiting many countries, 
has had his finger upon the pulse of the people, 
knows conditions, and I believe has been directed 
by the Lord to proclaim the truth so much needed 
just now. His book, “Is the Antichrist at 
Hand?” has had a wonderful sale, over thirty- 
eight thousand copies having already been dis- 
tributed, though written little more than a year 
ago. 
Mr. Smith has been in Los Angeles but a few 
months, yet he has reached thousands of people 
with his definite, strong, soul-saving Gospel mes- 
sages, and many have been brought to Christ. 

I am very glad to have had the privilege of 
reading the manuscript of “When Antichrist 
Reigns,” for it is so Biblical, prophetical and prac- 
tical, and meets the need of this apostate age, 
giving, as it does, such clear, concise and conclu- 
sive facts concerning the relation of the Jewish 
Nation to Palestine; the condition of Italy under 
the rule of Mussolini and its relation to prophecy ; 
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conditions in Russia and the Russian revolt 
against Jesus Christ; the Atheistic propaganda 
in America, especially among the young people; 
and the signs of deepening shadows the world 
over. 

I am convinced that if this book could be put 
in the hands of believers everywhere it would do 
much to clarify their thinking and open the eyes 
of those who have been duped with false doc- 
trines. Many students and teachers in the schools 
could use this volume to good advantage by form- 
ing groups for reading and discussing the ad- 
dresses contained herein. 


Long Beach, California, 
September 24, 1927. 


CHAPTER [. 


First ADDRESS 


HY was the Jew and not the Arab dis- 

[py persed among the nations?—What of the 

Zionist advance in Palestine, Mussolini’s 

drastic measures, and the Bolshevistic propaganda in 

Asia?—Are the diabolical programs of the “Youth 

Movement” and the “Junior Atheist League” a seri- 

ous ménace to the bodies and souls of our children? 

—How would a Catholic king prove a peril to Great 

Britain?—Does Roman Catholicism furnish the true 
explanation for the failure of Protestantism? 


When [ was speaking on Prophecy one night 
in a large church in one of the cities of Florida, 
a newspaper reporter was present with definite 
instructions to listen to me for about ten minutes 
and then go for the main report to a church where 
a new bishop had just commenced his ministry. 
I suppose the reporter had never heard a message 
on Prophecy in his life before. At any rate 
he commenced to write and to write fast. I 
spoke for an hour, and he kept on writing. Sud- 
denly I stopped and he stopped. ‘Then to his 
amazement he awoke to the fact that he had for- 
gotten all about the bishop’s sermon and had 
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given his whole time to mine. Quickly going to 
a telephone he called the bishop and asked him 
what he had said. Suffice it to say that my ad- 
dress was published in the daily newspaper word 
for word, running into five columns. So inter- 
ested was the editor that he later published my 
second message on Prophecy as well, taking up 
three full columns. These sermons were then 
copied by other publications and thus circulated 
all over the Southern States. 

In this way I came to realize that there is an 
unusual interest today in Prophecy, with the re- 
sult that I determined to put into operation my 
usual method of study and attempt in so far as 
possible to comprehend the teaching of Scripture 
on the End-Time of the age. Hence, laying aside 
all other subjects, I secured all the books I could 
on Prophecy and gave myself day by day for 
months to the study of this one subject. God at 
once rewarded me by illuminating the sacred page 
along prophetic lines, so that ever since I have 
given much time to the proclamation of prophetic 
truth in an effort to awaken the Church to the 
importance of spiritual preparedness. Large 
crowds have gathered everywhere and unusual 
has been the interest manifested. 

Always I have discouraged controversy. 
Nothing could be more damaging to the cause 
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of Christ. I refuse to argue. Nor would I 
dream of pressing my views upon others. If 
the result attained is a deeper interest in God’s 
Word and spiritual preparedness, I have accom- 
plished my purpose. I know that my Lord is 
near. The Antichrist, too, is at hand. Tribula- 
tion days are coming. The judgment seat of 
Christ is not far distant. The golden age ap- 
proaches fast. Hence, I would warn the profess- 
ing Church to be ready. Earth’s long night of 
weeping will soon be ended, and the King be here. 

Immediately upon my return to my Tabernacle 
in Toronto, I commenced to preach Sunday after 
Sunday on the subject of Prophecy. So great 
was the interest aroused that the vast congrega- 
tions sometimes overflowed into the annex, in 
spite of the fact that the enlarged auditorium 
seats two thousand three hundred. Then as the 
series came to a close there was a demand for 
the addresses in printed form. Hence the origin 
of the book, ‘Is the Antichrist at Hand?” 

The first edition of one thousand copies was de- 
livered by the printer on a Tuesday afternoon. 
On Wednesday night I was preparing to make 
an announcement when a note was sent up stat- 
ing that there was not a copy left. Mail orders had 
been filled and the people had purchased the books 
as they came in. Within two days a second edi- 
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tion of two thousand was printed and delivered. 
Up to the present a total of thirty-eight thousand 
has had to be issued to meet the demand. Orders 
have been received from all over the world. 

Little did I dream of the stir such a book would 
make or the interest it would arouse. Many have 
been the letters telling of the most amazing re- 
sults. A missionary in the Philippine Islands re- 
ceived a copy and read it through within five 
hours after getting it out of the mail. So tre- 
mendously was he stirred that he called a con- 
ference of all the workers for the purpose of 
studying what the Bible had to say about the 
Antichrist. A well-read lady, intellectually in- 
clined, who could not be touched by religious 
writings or evangelistic services, sat up most of 
the night unable to close the book until she had 
read it through. Many have given it to unsaved 
friends and definite conversions have been re- 
ported. 

One man in Florida purchased one thousand 
copies to send to every senator, judge and United 
States official from the President down. God 
definitely laid it upon his heart to do this. Eter- 
nity alone will reveal the results. 

I have nothing to retract. As I now re-read 
my first book I find no statement that I am com- 
pelled to take back. If, however, the fulfilment 
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of prophetic events should disprove what I have 
said I will gladly alter my position. But aside 
from a few minor statements I am still able to 
stand by what I have written. 

Meanwhile events move on apace and history 
confirms the Word. ‘The Jew continues to re- 
turn to Palestine. Have you ever thought of this 
significant fact, that it was the Jew and not the 
Arab whom God dispersed among the nations? 
That in itself is a most convincing proof of the 
authenticity of God’s Word. ‘The Arab, you 
know, is half brother to the Jew. The very:same 
blood courses through his veins. But travel 
where you will, and you will seldom see a sign in 
Arabic over a store. In fact, there are hundreds 
if not thousands of cities without a single repre- 
sentative of Ishmael’s race. ‘They are still in 
their own land. But the Jew—go where you will, 
you cannot get away from him. Travel the 
world over, and he will be there. Every city, 
practically, on the face of the earth, even the 
towns and smaller communities, are familiar with 
him. In my journeys through continental Europe 
I discovered that every centre had its Jewish 
population. Now, why? Why was it that the 
Arab was not scattered among the nations? Why 
is he still in Arabia and the adjacent countries, 
while his half brother has gone to the ends of the 
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earth? There is only one possible explanation. 
God! God in His Word decreed it, and it had 
to be. Had He declared that the Arab would be 
dispersed, and the Jew not, thus it would have 
been. But His pronouncement was that the Jew 
should be scattered among all the nations, and 
thus it has come to pass. What a vindication of 
inspiration! ‘God hath spoken.” That settles it. 

And then, too, the Jew is always a Jew. Take 
one of almost any other nationality, transplant 
him to American soil, for instance, and what is 
the result? In two or three generations your for- 
eigner is absorbed. Italian, German or French 
blood disappears. Intermarriage produces a race 
of Americans. But not so with the Jew. Time 
makes no difference. It matters not whether he 
settled in the country of his adoption five hundred 
or even a thousand years ago, his physiognomy is 
still the same. He can be recognized anywhere. 
Like Jonah in the big fish undigested, so the Jew 
in the midst of the nations still remains. And to- 
day he is being cast out as Jonah of old. Soon, 
also, like Jonah, he will be going forth, re-com- 
missioned, to give God’s message to a doomed 
world. 

In Babylon he was a captive. Today the Baby- 
lonians are gone, but the captive is still here. 
Who could have thought of such a thing! Baby- 
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lon, that mightiest of monarchies, gone, and the 
despised captive more numerous than ever. In 
Egypt he was a slave. Today Egypt wanes. 
Never again can that once conquering kingdom 
rise to the status of a great nation. But the slave, 
who by his Egyptian taskmaker was once cruelly 
flogged, is fast awakening with national aspira- 
tions. What a miracle! 

Think of his present position in the world. The 
Jew is first in business, first in college, first in 
finance. The largest and most influential build- 
ings are his properties. What a part he played 
in the finances of the late World War! How, 
therefore, are we to explain his prosperity, his 
miraculous rise to favor in spite of social disad- 
vantages? I again answer—God! ‘They are still 
His ancient people, and a God-planned destiny 
yet awaits them. 

And, oh, what we owe them! It was from the 
Jew the Bible came. In fact, all but two books 
were written by Jews. What a debt we Gentiles 
owe! ‘Then, too, Jesus Himself was a Jew. Let 
us never, never forget that. Jewish blood flowed 
in His veins. Paul was a Jew. The apostle to the 
Gentiles, it is true, but still a Jew. 

Well now, the fig tree is budding. For the first 
time since the crucifixion the Jew is returning to 
his own land. Even now, just since the Balfour 
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Declaration, there is a modern American city near 
Jaffa with a Jewish population of forty thousand. 
Jews only, mark you. Not an Arab nor a Chris- 
tian. And yet beside it is an ancient, dirty, Arab 
village, still unchanged. ‘The city has paved 
streets, electric lights, modern parks, well built 
houses. 

Hebrew has now become one of the recognized 
languages of Palestine, and especially of Jeru- 
salem. It is taught to the children in the schools. 
Grown up men and women are seeking to master 
it. On the streets it is commonly heard. 

“The Zionist advance in 1925 was the most 
significant sign of the times since the Great War. 
Intense energy marked every move of the Zionists. 
They added to the numbers in their ranks, they 
gained new friends, they consolidated their pro- 
gram, they pushed forward in every direction. 
It was the greatest year of genuine performance 
since the beginning of the Zionist movement back 
in the nineteenth century. It emphasized the con- 
viction of multitudes that we face the true begin- 
nings of prophetic fulfilments that can only end 
in the final realization of Israel’s glorious restora- 
tion and the return of the Lord. The way may 
seem long, but the rush of events grows in volume 
and intensity until the Antichrist is here, the great 
tribulation passes over the still unbelieving Jews, 
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and their political and spiritual deliverance is ac- 
complished. 

“It is reported that thirty-five thousand 
Jews entered Palestine as immigrants in 1925, 
nearly three times as many as in 1924, The 
various Zionist organizations made provision for 
their proper reception and settlement. New col- 
onies were laid out. Older settlements were 
strengthened. The Jews greatly increased their 
holdings of land. Road-building, drainage of 
swamps, founding of factories and the develop- 
ment of the Rutenberg electric scheme went on 
with increased energy. 

“Olive culture has taken on new life. A new 
mill at Haifa is able to crush twenty-five thousand. 
tons of olives a year. Jews have planted many 
thousands of the eucalyptus tree and the myrtle 
tree of Isaiah 55: 13. Work has begun in rebuild- 
ing the ancient mountain terraces. Tens of thou- 
sands of vines have been planted. Jewish fisher- 
men from Salonica have undertaken to revive the 
fisheries of Palestine. The government experts 
have reported the mineral wealth of the Dead 
Sea as being $40,000,000,000. In a few years 
the Jews have invested $10,000,000 in industrial 
undertakings in Palestine. 

“The average rainfall in Palestine has increased 
over fifty per cent since 1860, fulfilling Joel 2:23 
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and other predictions. Many prophecies about 
the rebuilding of the old wastes have had fulfil- 
ment in recent years. The Hebrew University at 
Jerusalem was formally opened by Lord Balfour 
April 1, 1925, and is becoming the center of a 
great system of Zionist schools where all teach- 
ing is done in Hebrew.’’* 

Do you know that fifty-six thousand Jews have 
been baptized since the close of the recent War? 
And that some ninety Rabbis and educated lead- 
ers, dissatisfied with Judaism, have inquired as to 
their prospects should they abandon Judaism? 
How startling to learn that God is thus working 
among His own ancient people! Remember, their 
hearts are hungry. Let us not argue with them, 
but rather just treat them as ordinary sinners 
needing a Saviour. Their case is perfectly met 
by Romans 10: 1-3. 

The revival of the Roman Empire under the | 
leadership of Mussolini is now no idle dream. 
Measures still more drastic have been used for the 
safeguarding of Fascism. Mussolini is himself 
the recognized head and executive of Italy. No 
living man holds the power that is now his. The 
handshake is giving place to the ancient Roman 
salute. Newspapers have been reduced to six 
pages, and no sports, social functions, art exhibi- 


*Thomas M. Chalmers. 
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tions, crimes, or foreign news can be published. 
All except Fascist papers have been banned en- 
tirely. A dispatch by the Associated Press reads 
as follows: “Twelve million dollars annually has 
been voted by the cabinet as the government’s con- 
tribution to the city of Rome to be used in the 
work of restoring the ancient grandeur of the 
capital in accordance with Mussolini’s plans.” 

It will be remembered that the Antichrist is to 
change times and seasons. According to new 
Fascist ruling, the calendar, we are told, is to 
be changed in Italy beginning with the 28th day 
of October, 1927. ‘That day begins the fifth year 
of Fascism, and all official documents instead of 
being dated according to the year of our Lord, 
will bear the date of the year five. 

In February of this year, with the consent of 
the Vatican, Mgr. Gaggia, the Bishop of Brescia, 
publicly read from his cathedral pulpit the Facist 
Creed and Catechism, taught in the Belilla, or 
infant training centers organized throughout Italy 
by Signor Mussolini. The Creed consists of these 
twelve articles : 


1. I believe in Rome Eternal, the mother of my 
Fatherland ; 

2. And in Italy, her firstborn; 

3. Who was born of her virgin womb; 
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4. Who suffered under the barbarian invader, 
was crucified, slain and buried; 

5. Who descended into the sepulcher, and rose 
again from the dead in the nineteenth cen- 
tury; 

6. Who ascended to heaven in her glory in 1918 
and in 1922 (by the March on Rome) ; 

7. Who is seated at the right hand of Mother 
Rome; 

8. Who will come hence to judge the quick and 
the dead; 

9. I believe in the genius of Mussolini; 

10. In our Holy Father Fascism and in the com- 
munion of its martyrs; 

11. In the conversion of the Italians; and 

12. In the resurrection of the Empire. Amen! 


Recently the newspapers carried the following 
startling report :—“Dictator Mussolini’s two-and- _ 
a-half-hour speech, in which he pictured the Italy 
of ten years from now, overflowing with human- 
ity, armed with the most perfect weapons of 
modern science and capable of throwing five mil- 
lion men on the battlefield between 1935 and 1940, 
is one of the most remarkable statements ever 
uttered by a statesman. 

“History records no similar instance of a head 
of a government predicting and apparently invit- 
ing conflicts within fixed dates. 
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“The duce’s eldest child, the high spirited, 
seventeen-year-old Edda, fashionably dressed, sat 
in a box and listened while her father spread in 
panorama future history in which he was the su- 
preme figure. 

“The Italian people had expected something 
unusual, but nothing so breath-taking as what 
they got. The duce was applauded for five min- 
utes, while he stood sniffling his inevitable sniffles. 
He rose occasionally, raising his hands for silence, 
before a table covered with carefully arranged 
notes and memoranda. All felt that he would an- 
nounce the future of the nation. But they were 
struck dumb when they realized he was preparing 
for a decisive trial of strength within ten years.” 

Mussolini considers that destiny has appointed 
him as the man to purify the soul of Italy. This 
he declares he will accomplish in the following 
way :—‘‘Within a short time I shall ask the parlia- 
ment to pass a set of laws. Every paragraph of 
these laws shall be obeyed. No newspaper will 
be permitted to publish items that a devout, self- 
respecting man or woman of pure soul would 
hesitate to read to his children from the first 
_ paragraph to the last. Any newspaper that fails 
to come up to my standard will be destroyed. 
Any editor, or writer, who attempts to violate the 
spirit of this dictum will be severely punished. 
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If a fine and imprisonment fail to bring immoral 
or seditious editors to their sense my Blackshirts 
will revive that remedy which cured Socialists 
of their frothings.” 

Bolshevism is spreading throughout the world. 
It has stirred up trouble in China resulting in 
revolution and bloodshed. Seeds of hatred to the 
white man now are sown throughout Asia. “All 
the libraries in Russia to which the people have 
any access are being officially visited, and all 
books of a religious cast or treating the church 
sympathetically are being destroyed. Also all 
volumes which treat of the land questions, eco- 
nomics, or politics on other than Bolshevik lines 
are under the ban. Nobody can read any book 
that is out of tune with the Soviet government, 
and the government cannot keep step with its 
own music. The Soviet regime wishes it distinctly 
understood that it can get along without God 
and, indeed, conditions there would indicate that 
it is doing so.” 

This from Rev. Dyson Hague, an Episcopalian 
leader in Canada: 

“One of the most amazing signs of the times 
is this wide-planned and organized revolt against 
God and His Christ. For, at the bottom of all 
the Bolshevistic movements is a frenzied hatred 
of God and a deliberate resolve to cast out the 
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Most High and to tear down Christ and His re- 
ligion. Deeper than its economic policy, and 
deeper than its political propaganda, is the violent 
and organized attempt to destroy the Christian 
religion and defy God as Ruler of the universe 
and the Lord of the whole earth. The leaders of 
the Bolshevists and the rulers of the Soviet take 
counsel together ‘against the Lord and against 
His Anointed,’ as they say: ‘Let us break their 
bands asunder. Let us cast away their cords 
from us.’ The writer has had sent to him car- 
toons officially distributed in Russia by the myriad 
that are simply incredible in their blasphemy and 
vicious hatred of God. But our King is upon the 
throne. ‘He that sitteth in the Heavens shall 
laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.’ Any 
thoughtful man must see, however, that the pres- 
ent situation is a call to awaken out of sleep, to 
fight the good fight of faith, and to realize that 
the everlasting war is heading up to that Great 
Day when He shall come, the Prince of Peace.” 

Satan is making a determined effort these days 
to capture the young. One of his latest stratagems 
is the organization of ‘“The Youth Movement.” 
And the goal is Atheism. It is a form of com- 
munism that strikes at the very vitals of all that 
is worth while in life. It has as its ultimate aim 
the destruction of the Home, the Church and the 
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Government, our three most cherished institu- 
tions. And it is making fearful headway in 
America. ‘Give us one generation of small chil- 
dren to train to manhood and womanhood, and 
we will set up the Bolshevist form of the Soviet 
government in America.” Thus said a Boston 
school teacher. The plan of having young people 
go out in bands during the summer, spending 
weeks in the open—boys and girls together, clad 
only in knickers—is being advocated by certain 
universities in America even now. 

“Better that a young man or young woman 
never acquire any kind of advance education, than 
to have their faith shattered, and their soul sent 
into a Christless eternity,” writes Miss Elizabeth 
Knauss. 

Under the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Atheism there has now been organ- 
ized what is known as “The Junior Atheist 
League’ with a sixteen-year old girl as its nat- 
tional secretary, and it is already actively spread- 
ing everywhere. Following is its diabolical 
pronouncement :— 

“In response to many yeaneds for increased 
activity among young people, the Junior Atheistic 
League is established. Godless children shail have 
an opportunity to emancipate their companions 
from unreasonable religion. 
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“The League will remove boys and girls from 
the influence of the clergy. It will encourage them 
to protest against Bible reading and religious 
worship in public schools, and agitate against re- 
ligious instruction during school hours, Children 
shall be told the truth about the Bible and Chris- 
tianity. The magical animistic and phallic, or 
sexual origins of religion will be explained in 
simple language. 

“The attainment of happiness in this world 
rather than eternal bliss in a world to come shall 
be taught the rising generation as the chief end 
of man. Dispelling the illusion of immortality, 
the League will free sons and daughters from the 
fear of hell and the hope of heaven. Sacrifice 
for post-mortem considerations will be shown to 
be criminal folly. 

“The increasing number of atheists, with the 
consequent demand for trained workers, makes 
the League a necessity. Locals will be formed 
wherever an organizer can be secured. Four 
members will be recognized as a local. Stress 
will be laid on forming branches in high schools, 
as these will prepare students to serve as organ- 
izers of Damned Souls societies during college 
years and for effective work thereafter in com- 
bating the church.” 

I have already drawn attention to the fact that 
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Roman Catholicism is again to play an important 
role in the End-Time period. Hew significant 
then are the events of the past few months! I 
refer to the world gathering of Catholics in 
Chicago and to the Mexican situation. In its 
Eucharistic Congress the Roman Church sought 
to demonstrate its power and express its hope of 
gaining political influence in America, the land 
of liberty. In Mexico it received a decided set- 
back. But most arresting of all is a statement 
made by Bishop E. A. Knox, in Albert Hall, 
London. Let me quote verbatim :— 

“What is the great national peril? It is that 
we may have a Roman Catholic King, for if the 
Church of England is untrue to herself, if she 
adopts the Mass and ‘Transubstantiation, then 
she cannot blame Rome for flying at the highest 
prey, and for trying to catch the highest prize 
she can in the land. What is the harm of having 
a Roman Catholic king? The first is this: That 
the bond which unites the Empire is severed. 
Setting aside the Colonies and Dominions, can 
you think it possible that either Ulster or Scot- 
land would consent to a Roman Catholic king? 
A common bond uniting the Empire will be sev- 
ered. The second great danger is this: Constitu- 
tional Government will be caught up by the 
roots. The essence of Constitutional Government 
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is this, that the king cannot do wrong, because his 
minister is responsible, and his minister can al- 
ways be removed. Who is going to remove the 
king’s private confessor? Remember Rasputin 
and all he meant to Russia. In the third place, 
if parliament allows the Church of England to 
adopt distinctive Romish doctrines and practices 
then the nation will have lost her soul, for the 
great foundation of English faith will have been 
removed. We have been reminded more than 
once that the foundation of English religion is 
the Bible. The faith of England will be shaken 
to its foundations, for the Bible will cease to be 
supreme authority for doctrine and worship. In 
the place of the Bible will stand a priesthood that 
must ultimately be ruled by the Pope, who claims 
to be infallible. It will mean the substitution of 
hierarchy for the Bible. A nation which does 
these things knowingly has lost its soul. It is not 
like a nation that has always been brought up 
either to believe in the Mass or Transubstantia- 
tion. ‘That is a wholly different case. This is a 
case of a nation which, having for centuries 
known the truth, seen the truth, and been lit up 
by true doctrines, voluntarily, and of its own free 
will, returns to darkness, and the nation which 
deliberately turns its back on the light and goes 
back into the darkness, has lost its soul.” 
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But why is Protestantism facing such a crisis? 
To what is its failure due? There can be but one 
true explanation and, strange to say, it has been 
given by a Roman Catholic priest. I quote it 
verbatim. No comment is necessary. 

“There was a time when Protestants believed 
something and taught something. That time has 
gone by, except for the Lutherans and a few 
others. Protestant churches are mainly social 
organizations, with all sorts of clubs and activ- 
ities, recreational and pleasure programs, with a 
little spiritual seasoning in the form of a de- 
natured church service and a haphazard Sunday 
School meeting thrown in. ‘The heart of the 
church service is the music, with an exhortation 
to goodness or moral conduct, or a discussion of 
some social problem or economic situation, in the 
form of a sermon. What is the result? Protestant 
people are spiritually starved. Ninety-nine out of 
a hundred cannot tell even the most elementary 
things which they believe as distinctly Protestant. 
They are not being taught anything. The result 
is that the only hold upon them is loyalty to an 
organization, not religious conviction. On the 
other hand, our church teaches the Catholic re- 
ligion all the way from childhood up, and our 
people know what they believe. Most of them 
stick. Protestants see that we believe something, 
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and, being hungry, they are susceptible to our 
appeals. Then, too, we maintain an order of the 
Paulist fathers, devoted exclusively to the con- 
version of non-Catholics. They do not threaten 
or browbeat people emotionally into the Roman 
Church. If Protestantism is wise, it will make 
religious teaching its main theme, and all these 
things secondary.” 

The false prophet of Islam is now worshiped 
in Paris where a new mosque was recently opened. 

“At daybreak this morning,” reads the report, 
“Parisians in the vicinity for the first time were 
awakened by the plaintive wail of the imam, or 
Mohammedan priest, atop the Minaret, calling 
the faithful to come to prayer. ‘There is no 
God but God, Mohammed is the prophet of God,’ 
sang the priest over and over again, bringing back 
memories of the holy places of the East. There 
are fifty thousand Mussulmans in Paris, and as 
Friday is the Mohammedan Sabbath, there was 
an enormous concourse of true believers at the 
ceremony.” 

And so, things are heading up. End-Time 
signs appear on every side. Something is going 
to happen and happen soon. A change is at hand. 
If you, my friend, are sheltered by the Blood, 
if you have fled for refuge to Jesus Christ, if 
you have received Him as your own personal 
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Saviour, then you are safe. But if not, you are 
in the greatest possible danger; the eternal destiny 
of your soul hangs in the balance. Therefore, I 
warn you, be ready, “For in such an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of man cometh.” 


CHAPTER IT: 


SEconND ADDRESS 


OES the fulfilment of prophecy prove the 
D imfallibility of the Bible?—Are the advent of 
the automobile and the recent capture of 
Jerusalem foretold in God's Word?—Is the Pope 
of Rome the Antichrist?—Does the blasphemous 
utterance of the Students’ Christian Movement brand 


our Universities as atheistic?—What of Clarence 
Darrow’s heartless statement? 


There are some who tell us to preach salvation 
and leave prophecy alone. My answer to all such 
is this: Why is God’s Word so full of prophecy? 
Why is so much space given to the prophetic fore- 
cast of future events? Why did Jesus, yes, and 
Peter and Paul quote so frequently from the 
Old Testament prophecies and seek to point out 
the fulfilment? Take the prophecies out of God’s 
Word, and you have a greatly reduced book. 
Surely God meant us to study prophecy, or He 
would not have given so much space to it. True, 
salvation is the important thing, but prophecy is 
not to be ignored. 

Prophecy is the great outstanding, indisputable 
proof of the divine origin of the Bible. Again let 
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me point out that Jesus, Peter and Paul, as well 
as the writers of the Gospels, again and again 
said: “It is written,” or “This day is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears,” and “As it was written 
by the prophet,” and so on. Over and over again 
they quoted the Old Testament prophecies in cor- 
roboration of what was happening. The Scrip- 
tures were being fulfilled, and they did not 
hesitate to say so. But there are many predictions 
in the Word of God that have been fulfilled since 
the days of Jesus, and many more that are yet 
to be fulfilled. 

The fulfilments that have already taken place 
leave absolutely no doubt as to the authenticity of 
the Bible. No other book can compare with it 
for a moment. It is the last word on every sub- 
ject with which it deals. Men may explain away 
many of its doctrines, ridicule its teaching, and 
find loopholes in the historicity of the events it 
describes; that is, to their own satisfaction; but 
there is one thing that no man ever has or ever 
can explain, and that is the exactness of fulfilled 
prophecy. Let a man try to predict a dozen or 
more events that may happen during the next 
twenty-five years, events as startling as those pre- 
dicted in the Bible, and see what the outcome will 
be. Why, if he guesses right in two or three 
instances, he will do well. But if he is wrong in 
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even one out of twelve, he would be discredited. 
He could not be spoken of as infallible. Now, 
if even one of the hundreds of predictions in 
God’s Word should not be fulfilled, it would be 
quite sufficient to discredit God. But the marvel 
is that not one failure has yet been proved. Every 
prediction thus far fulfilled has been exactly as 
foretold in Scripture. By this it stands or falls. 
But I am not afraid. I know it will never err. 

Take, for instance, the remarkable story of 
Tyre. Read about it in Urquhart’s “Wonders of 
Prophecy.” How startling! I challenge any man 
living to read “Wonders of Prophecy” and answer 
the arguments on any ground apart from the 
supernatural. If you have the slightest doubt 
about the Word of God, your doubts will all be 
dispelled as you read that remarkable book. Ful- 
filled prophecy, I say, proves conclusively that 
God was the author of the Bible. “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away,” said Jesus, “but my words 
shall not pass away.” Hallelujah! 

There is a very wonderful prophecy in Nahum 
2: 3-4, and another even more wonderful in Isa. 
31:5, that have been fulfilled literally within the 
past twenty-five years, that is to say, during the 
present generation, and I defy any man to point 


to an event anywhere in history that even looks 
3. 
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like a fulfilment aside from that which has only 
recently occurred. 

Nahum 2: 3-4, reads as follows: ““The chariots 
shall be with flaming torches in the day of his 
preparation. The chariots shall rage in the streets, 
they shall jostle one against another in the broad 
ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall run 
like the lightnings.” 

Now I want to submit that the automobile is 
the only conveyance ever invented that fits this 
description. Nothing else ever has. You will 
note that it was to be, “in the days of his prepara- 
tion”; viz., in the End-Time of the Age. There 
was nothing like this in the day of the preparation 
for His first advent. The time indicated is the 
period just preceding His return. “Flaming 
torches.’ What better description could possibly 
be given? ‘They shall “rage in the streets.”” And, 
oh, how they do seem to fairly rage as they snort — 
and puff and roar along! “They shall jostle one 
against another,” and they certaintly do. In and 
out they go, this way and that, now almost touch- 
ing as they flash by, occasionally crashing into 
one another. What a forecast! “The broad 
ways.” How remarkable! Why, there were no 
“broad ways” when this prophecy was written. 
Eastern cities have narrow, very narrow streets. 
Even the wide Roman roads in the country had 
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not then been built. How did the prophet know 
that a day would come when city streets would 
be built wide? It is only necessary to walk down 
Broadway, New York, and watch the myriads of 
cars that rage up and down, running like the 
lightnings, flashing like torches, jostling one 
against another, to realize that Nahum’s prophcey 
has been fulfilled. And remember, it is a sign of 
the End-Time of the Age, the “day of his prepara- 
tion.” Praise God, it is rapidly drawing near! 

The other prediction in Isaiah 31:5, is even 
more remarkable. It reads as follows: “As birds 
flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem ; 
defending also he will deliver it; and passing over 
he will reserve it.” What meaneth the prophet? 
“As birds.” Of what birds is he speaking? There 
can be but one interpretation. The “birds” are 
our twentieth century aeroplanes. And the ful- 
filment is the recent capture of Jerusalem by 
General Allenby. Let me prove it. 

The holy city has been captured dozens of 
times during its history, but never before without 
the shedding of blood, the destruction of property, 
and the subjugation of the inhabitants. But when 
General Allenby captured it a few years ago not 
a shell was fired, not a house demolished, not a 
woman ravished, nor a drop of blood shed. Why? 
Right well did Allenby know that if a single shell 
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were to burst on a sacred building he would have 
the Moslem as well as the Christian world up in 
arms against him. What happened? Why, the 
city surrendered, and General Allenby with his 
troops marched in and peacefully took possession. 

But now comes the question: Why did the 
Arabs surrender? They could have fought for a 
time at least. Why, then, did they yield so easily? 
Oh, therein lies the miracle! It was thus: Over 
their heads the British aeroplanes were flying 
back and forth, circling around and around, this 
way and that, and as the Arabs gazed up at them 
fear gripped their hearts. Not fear of the army, 
but fear of the aeroplanes overhead. And so, 
terror stricken, they hurried to General Allenby 
to surrender the city. 

Now, note the exact words of the prediction. 
Tasiah called the aeroplanes “birds.” What else 
could he have called them? He never saw an 
aeroplane. Hence the Spirit of the Lord caused 
him to write “birds.” And so he says, “As birds 
flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jeru- 
salem.” Never before did He thus defend it. 
But it adds, “defending he will deliver it.’ And 
so He did. “And passing over,” not “through,” 
mark you. Other armies had passed through and 
horrible is the tale of the devastation wrought. 
But this time He was to make use of those who 
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passed “over.”” Hence, the aeroplanes. But now 
note, “He will preserve it.” Ah! therein lies the 
wonder. Never before in the history of the world 
had it been “preserved.” When Nebuchadnezzar 
took it he broke down the wall, demolished the 
houses, slew thousands who had opposed him, 
and took the rest captive. When Titus took it 
so terrible was the slaughter that blood literally 
flowed down the city streets. But when General 
Allenby took it there was no bloodshed, no de- 
struction, no suffering. In fact, the city rejoiced. 
God had preserved it as He said He would. Cen- 
turies before through the prophet Isaiah the 
marvelous prediction had been given, for God who 
knows the end from the beginning, saw the aero- 
planes flying over the city, and foretold the event 
with an exactness of detail that amazes all who 
read it for the first time. And again I say, that 
never until the present generation have these two 
remarkable predictions been fulfilled. Thus the 
Word is being verified and will yet be until every 
prophecy likewise has become history. 

It is an undeniable fact that the revived Roman 
Empire is destined to play a large part in the 
fulfilment of prophecy. ‘The time cannot now 
be far away when the Bible picture of Daniel’s 
fourth beast will become a reality. ‘We are 
determined to become the greatest power of the 
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Mediterranean,” is a Fascist declaration recently 
made, and an Italian newspaper “expresses con- 
tempt for the League of Nations and believes in 
force.’ Expansion is demanded by Mussolini 
for the people of Italy. In a published speech 
reference was made “to the time near at hand 
when Italian courage will be tested; when Italian 
manhood will show the world that they know how 
to die and how to suffer.” Speaking in a rain- 
storm, Mussolini said: ‘““You must stand as steady 
under fire as under rain.” And another paper, 
not Italian, says: “There is not only no talk of 
disarmament, but scornful ridicule of all such 
idea. Italy is buying arms and ammunition.” Mus- 
solini has already been spoken of as “the Cesar 
of the modern empire.”’ One paper declares that 
the Italian army is the strongest military force 
in Europe today. 

I am not one of those who frown on Mus- 
solini’s form of government. That he has ac- 
complished wonders for Italy there can be no 
doubt. It takes a one man government to really 
do things. Mussolini has saved Italy. Real lead- 
ership is priceless. I know that when my Lord 
comes, He is going to set up just that kind of a 
government. An absolute monarchy is God’s 
ideal. It will, of course, be just and righteous 
and strong where human governments are weak 
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and faulty. But I am not viewing Italy now as 
an ordinary nation. I am thinking of her as the 
heart of the revived Roman Empire, and watch- 
ing for the fulfilment of prophecy and, therefore, 
additional confirmation of the unerring Word of 
God. 

There are many who believe that the Pope is 
the Antichrist and that Roman Catholicism fully 
answers the photo. I do not think so. True, there 
always has been the spirit of Antichrist, even 
from John’s day. But I am convinced that the 
system known as Roman Catholicism headed by 
the Pope, dreadful and false though it is, does 
not fulfil the prophecies regarding Antichrist. I 
am well aware that there is abundant proof that 
the terrible persecutions of Protestant Christians 
presents a strong case. I have just finished read- 
ing “The Present Antichrist” by Rev. Fred J. 
Peters,* in which this view is ably set forth. Mr. 
Peters is convinced that there will never be an 
Antichrist apart from the Pope. Every diabolical 
method of torture has certainly been used by 
Rome, and in order to give some idea of the al- 
most unbelievable sufferings through which 
believers have passed at the hands of Rome, I 
quote from Mr. Peters, who in turn quotes from 
Dr. Grattan Guinness, as follows:—‘‘As some 
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Emperors of Rome exhausted the art of pleasure, 
so have Romish persecutors exhausted all the 
art of pain, so that it will now be difficult to dis- 
cover or invent a new kind of it, which they have 
not already practised upon heretics. 

“They have been shot, stabbed, stoned, 
drowned, beheaded, hanged, drawn, quartered, 
impaled, burnt or buried alive, roasted on spits, 
baked in ovens, thrown into furnaces, tumbled 
over precipices, cast from the tops of towers, sunk 
in mire and pits, starved with hunger and cold, 
hung on tenter hooks, suspended by the hair of 
the head, by the hands or feet, stuffed and blown 
up by gunpowder, ripped with swords and sickles, 
tied to the tails of horses, dragged over streets 
and sharp flints, broken on the wheel, beaten on 
anvils with hammers, blown with bellows, bored 
with hot irons, torn piecemeal by red-hot 
pincers, slashed with knives, hacked with axes, 
hewed with chisels, pricked with forks, stuck 
from head to foot with pins; choked with water, 
lime, rags, urine, excrements, or mangled pieces 
of their own bodies crammed down their throats, 
shut up in caves and dungeons, tied to stakes, 
nailed to trees, tormented with lighted matches, 
scalding oil, burning pitch, melted lead, etc. 

“They have been flayed alive, had their flesh 
scalped and torn from their bones; they have been 
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trampled and danced upon till their bowels have 
been forced out; their entrails have been tied to 
trees and pulled forth by degrees; their heads 
twisted with cords till the blood or even their 
eyes started out; strings have been drawn through 
their noses, and they led about like swine and 
butchered like sheep. 

“To dig out eyes, tear off nails, cut off ears, 
lips, tongues, arms, breasts, etc., has been but 
ordinary sport with Rome’s converters and holy 
butchers. Persons have been compelled to lay 
violent hands on their dearest friends, to kill or 
to cast into fire their parents, husbands, wives, 
children, etc., or to look on while they have been 
most cruelly and shamefully abused. Women 
and young maids have also suffered such bar- 
barities, accompanied with all the imaginable in- 
dignities, insults, shame and pungent pangs to 
which their sex could expose them. Tender babes 
have been whipped, starved, drowned, stabbed 
and burnt to death, dashed against trees and 
stones, torn limb from limb, carried about on the 
points of spikes and spears and thrown to the 
dogs and swine.” 

Can an Antichrist in three and a half years do 
worse than Rome has already done? No! But 
he can cram into a brief period such suffering 
that it will seem a thousand times worse. Rome 
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has much to answer for, but the Antichrist will 
have more. As I have already pointed out in my 
first book on prophecy, I believe he is yet to come, 
that he is an individual, possibly a reincarnation 
from the dead; and that when the Bible says, 
“the beast was taken and with him the false 
prophet, and they were both cast alive into the 
furnace that burneth with fire and brimstone,” 
and when, in referring to them later, it says that 
“the devil was also cast in where the beast and 
the false prophet are,” just as it refers to a per- 
sonal devil, so it refers to a personal Antichrist 
and a personal false prophet (Rev. 19:20 and 
20: 10). 

Prophecy continues to be fulfilled along other 
lines as well. Take for instance the modernism 
and apostasy, the evolutionary trend of the day. 
Look at our colleges and universities. There is, 
for instance, the organization known as The Stud- 
ents’ Christian Movement, and as an example of 
its true Christian (?) attitude I quote here an 
article entitled “A God-Forsaken World.” Words 
of mine are unnecessary since an etninent Toronto 
minister has already made comments that are 
sufficiently illuminating. I quote him in italics 
between brackets. The article with these com- 
ments reads as follows: 

“According to Mr. William Jennings Bryan, 
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the young men and women of this generation have 
forsaken god. We have, in some respects, a good 
deal of admiration for Mr. Bryan as one who has 
stuck valiantly to his own opinions in spite of 
criticism, in spite of abuse, and often in spite 
of those treacherous foes of the silver-tongued 
orator—the facts of the case. But in order to 
accept his present thesis we should have to make 
one slight change in its wording, and say boldly, 
‘god has forsaken the young men and women of 
this generation.’ 

“It took us a long time to realize this, for 
always when we used to wonder where god was 
and what he could be doing, there were reassuring 
figures such as Mr. Bryan’s to tell us that god 
was just biding his time, that he was not deaf to 
the cry of his suffering children, nor blind to the 
insolence of their oppressors, but in his Wisdom 
(it was always his Wisdom) he was staying 
his hand for the present. 

“(That ts in Toronto University. This is what 
the students of Toronto University are being fed 
on. This is worse than Unitarianism; tt 1s abso- 
lutely Atheistic. This is written by the Editor-in- 
Chief, Mr. Davidson Ketchum, over his own 
signature, and must be accepted as officially repre- 
sentative of the Movement.) 

“The time would surely come, however, when 
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he would arise and set things right for good. The 
world went on, the time did not come, and we 
are now and then apt to speak a little impatiently. 
‘Take care’, said the Reassurers, ‘that happens to 
be the kind of thing which God most dislikes; 
in fact, he very often delays a long time for no 
other reason than to see whether you will get 
impatient. And if you do,—well, look out!’ This 
was alarming, and on reading our Bibles we 
found that it was indeed a favorite device of 
god’s for sorting out the unpromising material 
in the world. In fact, as far as we could see, 
he had done it pretty consistently from the begin- 
ning of things, for his chosen people were always 
having to cry, ‘O God, wherefore art thou absent 
from us for ever’ and getting no answer. At 
times, they too, lost their patience and shouted 
rudely, “Up, lord, why sleepest thou?’ but it did 
not work any better, and they probably paid for 
it later on.” 

“And here were we in a world that seemed to 
need god more than ever, sinking deeper and 
deeper into the hole, and god doing nothing 
about it at all. ‘Hush, dear child, you must 
not talk so! God in His Wisdom has given us 
free-will, so he can’t interfere, it wouldn’t be fair. 
We must just be patient and do His will and 
everything will come right in the end, and so 
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we grew up and tried to believe it all, and did 
our best to be fairly good. And god still pursued 
his policy of masterly inactivity, and caught out 
a whole lot more people who weren’t good 
enough. 

“Then came the war; and, with the realization 
of the innocent suffering and degradation which 
it brought, our faith in that everlasting Wisdom 
began to melt away. This was carrying the free- 
will business a good deal too far; no earthly 
father would ever let his children destroy each 
other body and soul for the sake of their educa- 
tion. If that were really god’s plan, He must be 
hopelessly pedantic. We didn’t believe it; there 
must be a screw loose somewhere. Let him take 
back his free-will and find a better scheme. But 
the Reassurers were still undaunted. “That’s just 
where you go wrong,’ they said, ‘all this pain and 
all this sacrifice is the very thing the world needed 
to bring it back to God. It is a bitter and cruel 
lesson, we grant you that, but you'll find that God 
will yet overrule it all to His glory. And re- 
member that Christ Himself had to go through 
just such a path of suffering.’ 

“(Now, listen to this. Did you ever hear any- 
thing more blasphemous?) 

“Christ! Why had we not thought of him be- 
fore? There, if anywhere, lay the solution. He 
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could explain god to us, for he had known him 
as no one else had ever done. “Away, Reassurers, 
with all your ready parallels and analogies; we 
are going to study this business out for ourselves 
in the life and words of one who ought to know 
all about it.’ And we shut our ear to them and 
studied Christ; read and thought and read again. 
And what we found amazed and frightened us. 
For we found that Christ himself, the sinless one, 
had been let down by this same god from begin- 
ning to end of. his life. All his faith, all his 
prayer had not availed to bring the kingdom which 
he thought was so near; god still bided his time, 
and left him to his lonely end, only to die at last 
with ‘“‘forsaken” on his lips. Now we knew; 
now we saw. God, if he had ever been on the 
great white throne, was there no longer; there 
was no hand stretched out to guide, no watchful 
eye to guard. The world might run its wilful 
course to utter ruin, mankind might disappear 
for ever, melt away like a film of mist, and no 
divine power would be manifested to save it. God 
had forsaken us; we stood alone. 

“And yet not alone; for when we lost god, 
we found Christ. Now for the first time ours 
wholly and completely, sharer in our pain, our 
disappointments, our very illusions, he became 
to us once and for all the way, the truth and the 
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life. For on the same dark foundation of despair 
on which we stood, and on no other, he had built, 
through faith and love of men, a divine and im- 
mortal fabric, fairer than the stars of heaven. 
Where god had failed, a man had conquered; 
where he had conquered, we might conquer too. 
And in the strength of that vision we have 
traveled thus far along the shadowy road of life.” 

“(I have never read anything worse than that, 
have you? )” 

The night has suddenly fallen. Darkness covers 
the earth. But, thank God, the dawn is near, the 
dawn of a new, glad day, His day, and our hearts 
rejoice. Let us heed the prophetic warnings. Let 
us see the fulfilment in the events that are begin- 
ning to transpire with such rapidity. Let us stake 
our all on the Word of God that liveth and abideth 
forever. Let us hold fast to the “sure word of 
DLOPNECY «4/6 3" as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts.” 

In my first book on prophecy, I dealt at length 
with the sign, “without natural affection.” Re- 
cently I came across a statement in an American 
newspaper horrible beyond expression. I quote 
it verbatim :— 

“In the opinion of Clarence Darrow, widely 
known Chicago criminal lawyer, a person may 
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sometimes be justified in taking the life of a 
mentally and physically deficient child. In dis- 
cussing the case of B— S—, Mr. Darrow said: ‘I 
think S— did right in attempting to kill his deaf 
and dumb crippled fifteen-year-old son.’ Mr. 
Darrow also expressed his approval of a case in 
which H— B—, thirty-four years old and hope- 
lessly crippled by paralysis, was killed by her 
father.” 

If this is not a fulfilment of Paul’s prophetic 
utterance, ‘without natural affection,” then I do 
not know where to look. And it is the product 
of the twentieth century, supposed to be the last 
word in intellectual culture and civilization. Surely 
it absolutely vindicates the divine authorship of 
the Word of God and loudly proclaims the fact 
that the End-Time is upon us. 

There are still other ominous signs in this 
strange End-Time hour. Great Britain, it is 
stated, wrestles with a suicide epidemic. Brigadier 
Harry Gordon, head of the suicide bureau of the 
Salvation Army, estimates that five thousand per- 
sons a year contemplate self-destruction in 
Britain. “Eight persons call or write to me every 
week,” he says, “and announce their intention to 
commit suicide.” 

Strangely enough Turkey is also confronted 
with a suicide problem, so it is stated. "The author- 


WHeEn ANTICHRIST REIGNS 49 


ities at Constantinople are reported to be gravely 
concerned over the self-destructive tendencies 
developing among women and girls there. 

All America was shocked by the recent cases 
of suicide among university students. One said 
he had sucked all the juice out of the orange. 
Another, that he had had all the thrills there are 
in life, and he was now going to get the thrill of 
death. Still another wanted to find out what there 
was on the other side. At the door of the rational- 
istic, evolutionary teaching of the day must be 
laid the blame. No young man commits suicide 
whose life is anchored in God; but robbed of a 
future hope, life is barren and worthless. 

“Whosoever drinketh of this water, shall thirst 
again.” Oh, how true! What has the world to 
offer? Nothing! Absolutely nothing outside of 
God. Life apart from Christ is empty indeed. 
He only can satisfy. In Him there is rest. Rest 
from the awful burden of sin, rest from the fear 
of death and judgment. It matters not how deeply 
you may have sinned, God will forgive. There 
is mercy for you. O my friend, tarry not. “The 
night is at hand.” Plead not your merits, but 
His blood, for remember, “he that hath the Son 
hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life.” 


4 


CHAPTER IIL 
Tuirp ADDRESS. 


S JUDGMENT near?—Has the world become 
I morally “rotten?”—Is adultery merely “a per- 

sonal sin?”’—Why the filth in our magazines 
and newspapers?—Have women become immodest 
in their apparel?—Are we on the eve of a deluge 
of blood?—How will the nations be lined up for the 
next conflict?—Is war an imminent possibility?” 


Judgment is coming and coming soon. Judg- 
ment must come or the world commit suicide and 
perish. There is no remedy for the cup of in- 
iquity is all but full. No pen can write it, no 
tongue tell the story. It is beyond description, un- 
thinkable, horrible, revolting. Sodom and Gomor- 
rah did not nearly measure up to the present 
generation in iniquity and sin. 

“Tenorance,” they say, “is bliss.” And true 
it is that countless thousands live today in a fool’s 
paradise. They know that a dreadful canker is 
eating at the very vitals of the human race, that 
the world stands on a volcano that any moment 
may belch forth death and destruction. 

The world is going to the devil. “Going,” did 
I say? Nay, “gone.” For Satan, its god, 
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already has it firmly in his grasp. Pick up the 
daily papers, papers that vex the soul to read— 
how sordid and sin-inviting they are! Crime of 
every description, cold-blooded murders, divorce 
and immorality, suicide and anarchy, lust and 
shame unblushingly portrayed, tragedy and death. 
In fact murder is no longer horrible. ‘he mur- 
derer becomes a hero. Crime makes good reading 
and so it is written up in glowing colors until 
youth is lured to experience it and thus murderers 
are created. Nor are they looked upon any longer 
as monsters of iniquity to be shunned. Ah, no! 
The murderer even jokes and laughs about the 
awful crime he has committed, and the papers by 
the very way they tell the story laud his diabolical 
work. 

“There are at large in the United States thou- 
sands of men and women murderers who have 
never been brought to justice,’ declared Marcus 
Kavanagh, Judge of the Supreme Court of Chi- 
cago. ‘There were in the last year, he said, ten 
thousand criminal homicides as compared with 
one hundred in England. The condition of law- 
lessness in the United States he declared to be 
unparalleled in the history of civilization. “There 
is no mystery as to why we have so much crime 
in this country,’ continued the judge. ‘“Evvil- 
minded men in the United States have no respect 
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for the law, because their experience has been 
that they need have but little fear of its penalties. 
A man knows that the chances are three to one 
that he never will be arrested if he kills, twenty 
to one he never will be convicted, and more than 
one hundred to one he will not die for his crime.” 
But what of our morals? Morals! Is there 
such a thing? Have we any moral standard to- 
day? Once the “Scarlet Letter” was a shameful 
mark. Today there is no shame. The marriage 
tie is no longer binding. The “Star” who leads 
a fast life is lauded and praised. He may live 
with a score of different women, but instead of 
being frowned upon and shunned he is sought 
with open arms and almost worshiped. The more 
divorces the more fame, and the more fame the 
more honor. A woman may have divorced five 
husbands, but she still mingles in society. Adul- 
tery—I speak seriously—adultery is no longer 
considered a sin in the social world. It is the 
normal, modern life of countless thousands. 
“Free-love” is every now and again advocated, 
and God’s ancient commandment ‘Thou shalt not 
commit adultery,” is no longer taken seriously. 
“The young people of today haven’t anything 
but sex. The girls of their grandmothers’ genera- 
tion could have gone sex mad, too, but they had 
religion to keep them sane. The women who have 
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to mother the race have always had to hold fast 
to religion. If the women of this generation let 
go their hold on God and the spiritual realities of 
religion they will breed a race of moral degener- 
ates. Until the advanced thinkers who sneer at 
religion can produce a laboratory baby, they had 
better not loosen the world’s grip on God.” Such 
is the tremendous warning that has just been 
sounded by Harold Bell Wright, the famous 
novelist. 

You recall the terrible act perpetrated by the 
daughters of Lot. Do you know how they could 
do it? There can be but one explanation. They 
had become so used to scenes of immorality in 
Sodom that they had lost their sense of shame. 
My friends, I can remember the time, not fifteen 
years ago, when dresses such as are worn to- 
day would have brought the flush of shame to 
any young woman. That modesty has gone. It 
is now a matter of every day occurrence to see 
women smoking cigarettes in public, wearing 
skirts that expose their knees, and painting their 
faces as none but harlots painted less than a dozen 
years ago. Nor is there any blush of shame. But 
why? Because, like the daughters of Lot, we have 
grown used to it. Oh, how fast has been the down 
grade pace since the days of the Great War! 
Little do we realize the fearful rate we have been 
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traveling. Today the prostitute and the girl of 
respectability can scarcely be distinguished, so 
alike do they appear. How much farther we can 
go I do not know. It seems to me that we have 
already sunk about as low as it is possible to sink 
in the social scale. 

A Los Angeles paper in speaking about adultery 
said it was “what society considers a personal 
sin.” And then it concluded as follows: “This 
personal sin is committed wholesale, every hour 
of the day without clamor of outraged public 
feeling.” Thus God’s holy commandment: “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery,” is treated with the ut- 
most indifference. It is nothing more than “a 
personal sin,” and therefore quite justifiable. 

Just the other day I read the statement of a 
noted judge who is advocating “companionate 
marriages” without children, to satisfy youth 
until sufficient money has been accumulated to 
choose a life partner and establish a permanent 
home. God have mercy on us if such a vile prac- 
tice should ever become law! 

The movie world with its film stars, possessing 
vast sums earned by play, not work, casts its 
blighting influence over earth’s millions, seeking 
to make reality out of unreality until its devotees 
are blind to everything that ennobles and uplifts. 
Love is degraded into passion and lust. Children 
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are not wanted, and thus tragedy after tragedy 
is reported in the daily papers. The cup of fame 
and pleasure is drained to the dregs and then the 
life passes out, the soul goes to meet its God un- 
satisfied in spite of wealth and success. Sad, 
yea, sad beyond expression is the story. One dies 
in a sequence to a hectic dope debauche in Paris. 
Another is slain by drugs. A third, but a child, 
who drank and attended too many night parties, 
dies of starvation. Still another, alone, forgotten 
and poverty stricken, meets a miserable death in 
Los Angeles, her heart broken. 

Womanhood is no longer respected. Men do 
not hold woman in reverence as in the days of 
old. Our twentieth century girl is the problem of 
the day. “The women of New York are sending 
- me to hell,” said a bright young foreigner who 
had only arrived a few weeks before. Low necks, 
short dresses scarcely to the knees, bare arms, 
painted and powdered faces, bobbed heads—in a 
word, everything to arouse passion and lust, is 
the order of the day. Our bathing beaches throng 
with figures that resemble naked savages rather 
than civilized human beings, and the papers and 
magazines publish photos and cartoons of it all 
until a man outside of Christ must be made of 
wood or stone to resist temptation. To read 
the stories in our popular magazines, to look at 
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the nude pictures on the covers, and be uncon- 
scious of stain is impossible. They are hurling 
our young people in tens of thousands into the pit. 
“I read it in the magazine, then I wanted to try 
it for myself, and then—” is the confession of 
multitudes. Why the government does not rise 
up and ban such publications is a mystery. Miul- 
lions of copies are circulated every week. Vile 
and filthy are the stories they tell. On the off- 
scouring of the earth they feed. Yea, they vie 
with each other in appealing to the passions. 
Everywhere they are displayed. It is almost im- 
possible to evade them. They are in the windows 
of stores, on news-stands, all over the country. 
Look where you will, they confront you. Every 
railway station of any size has its display. And 
the profits are recorded in millions. Such is the 
present moral condition of the world. And youth 
feeds on this rot. Can you anticipate the harvest? 

And yet occasionally a ray of light does gleam 
out through the awful darkness. Here from one 
of New York’s most colorful papers is an ex- 
pression of revulsion from the sordid reports of 
the day. And when a newspaper stops printing 
obscene reports and takes such a stand as the 
following, things must be pretty bad. Listen to 
it :— 

“In this trial [a divorce case] some of the pub- 
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lications reporting it have gone so far beyond the 
line of decency as to seem insane. Unless the 
minds of the children of New York are to be 
drenched in obscenity, it seems to us that censor- 
ship of the press must come.” 

Modesty is a thing of the past. This from a 
newspaper article: “One of the attributes of 
woman is the commonly called attribute of mod- 
esty. Modesty envelops woman in a shroud 
of dignity which commands respect. It places 
her upon a different plane from man. Through- 
out the ages woman has been admired and revered 
as just a little different than man. In recent years, 
however, woman (or I might say many women) 
has chosen to step down from the pedestal which 
has preserved her dignity and has cast aside, to 
some degree, that modesty which has been so in- 
strumental in commanding respect. In dress she 
is far from modest, unquestionably so when she 
sits down.” There must be multitudes of girls, I 
feel sure, clean-minded, but thoughtless, girls 
who, if they knew the awful influence they are 
exerting, would refuse to follow the fashions and 
wear skirts long enough to adequately cover them. 
This generation is sending its thousands to hell 
who, surrounded on every side by pure but ignor- 
ant women thoughtlessly following the shameful 
fashions of the day and so exposing themselves 
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that temptation becomes irresistable, yield and all 
is lost. And yet it need not be. 

Why, may I ask, must you follow the fashions 
of the day? Suppose you are peculiar, what of it? 
Better a thousand times to retain your modesty 
and please God, than to bow to the goddess of 
fashion and adopt a dress that verges on the im- 
moral. Rather be out of fashion than a party to 
the modern down-grade tendency in morals. I 
see no reason for any young woman to follow 
the sex-suggestive fashions of the day. If you 
are a Christian prove it by putting a difference 
between yourself and the world. God would not 
allow His priests, you remember, to ascend steps 
lest unclean suggestions should even for a moment 
besmirch the minds of the people. And they were 
men. What about you? Is He less particular 
now? Then be separate. Act and talk differently. 
Dress not as the world dresses, but as God’s rep- 
resentative. Obey literally His Word: “Let the 
women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but 
which becometh women professing godliness” 
(1 Tim. 2:9). You will if you are truly “born 
of God.” 

I have already pointed out that when the cup 
of iniquity is full to the brim, judgment falls. 
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It was so with the Antediluvians, the Sodomites, 
the Canaanites and the Jews. It will be so again. 
History repeats itself. We are now slated for 
another deluge, but it will not be a deluge of 
water. If the Bible is true, it will be a deluge of 
blood. In its preliminary stages it will consist of 
a war between the revived Roman Empire in 
which England will play a prominent part, on 
the one side, and Russia with Germany as the 
two leading nations, on the other side. The 
Asiatic nations will have little or no part. It will 
be a war between so-called Christian nations, for 
apostate Christendom is to be divided against it- 
self. The battleground will be Europe. 

For the world to continue without a change 
is impossible. There must be either a great re- 
vival or a great judgment. It was the Wesley 
revival that saved England from the horrors of 
the French revolution. But there are now no 
signs anywhere of a world-wide revival; there 
are signs, ominous and dreadful, of a terrible 
judgment. 

England has already broken with Russia. A 
break with Germany will follow. Russia and 
Germany will sooner or later unite their forces. 
Italy will stay with Great Britain, also France 
and Spain. And so the stage is being set for the 
last great war, the war that will preceed the Battle 
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of Armageddon. Even as I write there is a 
rumbling of war in the air—in fact, war clouds 
already darken the horizon. A terrible restless- 
ness is apparent everywhere. Men’s hearts are 
failing them for fear of these things that are com- 
ing upon the world. Hurricanes, unprecedented 
in destructive power, have swept over Florida and 
Cuba, while fearful earthquakes have rocked Ar- 
menia, China and parts of Central Europe, and 
terrible has been the loss of life. 

Here is the latest word from Europe: “Outside 
Geneva’s gates the dogs of war are barking so 
loudly that the delegates to the League of Nations 
disarmament parley can scarcely hear themselves 
think. The Italian dictator’s dream of a new Ro- 
man Empire is materializing and all Europe is on 
needles and pins over what may happen. It is the 
same old story all over again: war clouds in the 
Balkans and an alarmed Europe. And well might 
Europe be alarmed. The World War settled noth- 
ing. It only created new problems. Anyone who 
thinks the present map of Europe is.a fixture has 
another thought coming.” 

But God help us when the next war comes, for 
if the deadly inventions of recent years are used 
—and they will be—it will be simply unspeakable. 
Here is the latest :— 

“America’s leaders are watching naval experi- 
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ments to develop a “death ray’ with California 
quartz crystals in conjunction with violet rays. 
The new radio activity may revolutionize war- 
fare, and if successful may be so controlled as to 
blow up ships many miles at sea by simply press- 
ing a button. Enemy dirigibles hundreds of miles 
away and thousands of feet in the air could be 
brought down. By releasing and directing the full 
power of the ray, destruction could be spread on 
an unbelievable scale. Enemy ships at sea would 
be helpless. The touch of a finger would direct 
the deadly radio spark, surcharged with destruc- 
tive power many times greater than that of TNT 
and annihilate space, completely wrecking planes.” 

The latest pronouncement by Field Marshal 
Foch of France cannot be lightly set aside. Those 
who cry “Peace! Peace!’ would do well to study 
it with an unbiased mind. It is significant to say 
the least. But let me quote :— 

“Fiveryone would like to believe that another 
great war is a remote contingency, but the fact 
cannot be ignored that one may come at any time, 
unexpectedly from any quarter. It may involve 
the whole world. If another war comes, it will 
be more terrible than the last. We hear continu- 
ally of wonderful new discoveries for making 
war. Notwithstanding the peace measures of the 
League of Nations, we know every nation is en- 
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gaged in research work, trying to perfect poison 
gas that will insure the annihilation of its enemies. 
There is no doubt that very deadly gases have 
been perfected, or that they will play the principai 
part in the next war. It is certain, in fact, that 
every weapon that makes victory surer will be em- 
ployed.” 

So Foch is also in agreement with the prophetic 
forecast of God’s Word. ‘This is not a scare 
given out by some religious fanatic, but the con- 
clusion of a statesman, a General, a world leader. 
Let us not, therefore, be like the ostrich which 
buries its head in the sand and then believes that 
because it cannot see danger, there is none. War 
is an imminent possibility, and that in the near 
future. And God help us when the next one 
comes. I am not afraid of the accusation of pes- 
simism. In fact, I generally question the state- 
ments of a man who is always an optimist. There 
never could be another war among civilized na- 
tions, we were told before the last war. But it 
came nevertheless, in spite of all the peace utter- 
ances of false prophets. And it will come again. 
Of that there can be no doubt. Listen to this 
from the New York Times :— 

“Pierre Benoit, author of ‘Atlantis’ and other 
successful books, who has just returned to Paris 
from the Far East, says he is convinced Japan is 
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destined to play the same factor in the Orient as 
Prussia among the German peoples and Turkey 
among the peoples of Islam, and that she is stead- 
ily preparing for war against the United States 
and Europe, which will enable her to unify the 
Buddhist peoples.” 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir Oliver Lodge and 
their associates are still predicting war, basing 
their findings on the architectural structure of the 
Great Pyramid of Cheops in Egypt and so-called 
psychic revelations. I give it for what it is worth, 
but remember the background of demonology 
which I have already discussed at length in my 
first prophetic book. Here it is:— 

“A world upheaval, in which revolution, ruth- 
less violence, anarchy, famine and the most dread- 
ful war of history will follow each other in 
horrible succession, is scheduled to start in 1928. 
This period of terror will last eight years, when 
Christ will commence to build up a kingdom that 
will be universal. Peace will then reign on the 
earth and war shall be no more.” 

This from the Toronto Globe, entitled, “Is Ger- 
many Arming?” 

“Following hard upon the action of the League 
of Nations Council in relieving the Allied Com- 
mission of its military control over Germany, 
come the disclosures made in the Reichstag on 
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Thursday that a huge army reserve is being 
secretly organized in Germany and is being dis- 
ciplined and armed; that a General Staff is being 
placed in command of it; that great quantities of 
munitions are being acquired from abroad as well 
as manufactured at home, and that Government 
money is being diverted to the purposes of this 
widespread plot. The exposure of this conspiracy 
by the Social-Democrat leader, Phillip Scheide- 
mann, was so clear and specific that denial of his 
charges was useless. It would almost appear 
from the particulars supplied in the Reichstag 
as if Germany, while presenting a peaceful front 
to the Powers, is preparing swiftly for war.” 

Perhaps no one is better qualified to pass judg- 
ment than Dr. John R. Mott, international secre- 
tary of the Y. M. C. A. While he heralds the 
dawn of a better day and compares the sickness 
of the world to the sickness associated with new 
birth, at the same time he sounds a warning note 
that cannot be disregarded. Following is his 
statement in part :— 

“T confess to you, as I come backs from some- 
what recent contact with five of the six continents 
of the world, and with myriads of the islands of 
the sea, that I am burdened with a sense of solici- 
tude with respect to the international outlook. I 
have never known of so much misunderstanding 
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between nations as I find now. Moreover, I dis- 
covered in the recent past, and it obtains em- 
phatically right now, an ominous weakening of 
the influence of our Western nations upon the 
non-European peoples. That is surely evident in 
the case of China now. It is equally true of 
myriads of the people of India and of the fringes 
of Africa, and it can be said of the Moslem world 
as a whole. I repeat, this is ominous. 

“The air is surcharged with suspicion. Show 
me the country which today trusts all the ele- 
ments within its own borders, still less its neigh- 
bors near and far. In Asia there are between 
three and four times as many men under arms 
as before the World War. I think the world is 
in danger. I am not a pessimist, and yet I would 
be an untruthful observer and an untruthful wit- 
ness and reporter if I did not share with you my 
anxiety when I say that the world is in danger. 

“In my judgment nineteen-twentieths of bol- 
shevism should be regarded by us as a malignant 
disease, judged by results visible. I am most 
solicitous with reference to that cardinal plank 
in the soviet government’s platform; namely, re- 
ligion—which they term ‘the opiate of the people’ 
—that which drugs the people, incapacitates them 
and puts them to sleep.” 

“No man unless he is drunk with optimism can 
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deny that the world is very sick, and it may be 
a sickness unto death.”” So says Sir Philip Gibbs. 

That Europe is arming there can be no doubt. 
The following special cable dispatch is startling 
to say the least. I quote it verbatim :— 

“All Europe is arming—for peace. The asser- 
tion ‘for peace’ with which France justifies its 
unprecedented appropriation for a vast mobiliza- 
tion of the nation, the reorganization of the army, 
and new fortifications calling for billions of 
francs, was followed today by excited comments 
of the Italian newspapers for Italy’s necessity for 
arming. Poland is also crying ‘wolf.’ Even the 
Swiss military budget is more than $15,000,000 
for its four million population, and all ‘for prepa- 
ration’.” 

“War between Italy and France in the near 
future appears imminent,” declares a traveler who 
has recently returned from Europe. “Italy is con- 
centrating troops on its borders now and there 
is a general rumbling of war talk among the 
populace.” ! | 

This from the newspapers reporting Musso- 
lini’s recent speech which so stirred the Italian 
populace and, in fact, the entire world :— 

“Eye-witnesses tell us that Italy probably has 
witnessed no such scene or heard a comparable 
oration since the classical figures of the ancient 
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~ Roman Senators stalked the forum and made that 


\ 


immortal welkin ring. 

“Seldom, if ever, in modern times, we are told, 
has the Italian language been used with more tell- 
ing effect. For two hours and a half the Duce held 
his audience spellbound or lifted them to their 
feet with his outbursts. His voice sometimes 
came in whispers. Sometimes it reverberated back 
from the chamber walls like thunder, or crackled 
like bursts from a machine-gun. 

“A dramatic figure, a born actor, a master of 
epigram, ambitious as Napoleon, with the Czesars 
as his model, and with the utmost confidence in 
his Star of Destiny, one may well ask: Where 
is this man headed? What may he not do to 
Italy and Europe? 

“Already King Victor Emmanuel is but a dimly 
discerned shadow in an uncertain background, 
more of a memory than something that actually 


- exists. A little more and he will disappear alto- 


gether. One more push and Italy may find her- 
self hailing Benito I Emperor of a new Roman 
Empire and founder of a new dynasty. 

“Ever since the former day laborer flashed 


_ across the European sky as master of Italy, he has 


been doing unexpected things. Now he has sur- 
passed himself, startling even those who know 
him best. His now famous declaration of May 
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26 presents the world with a figure which makes 
the saber-rattling Kaiser of pre-war days look 
like a little lad in a nursery playing with a tin 
sword.” 

It is said that in a recent interview Marshal 
Foch, the great General of the last war, was 
asked to describe what a great battle in the next 
war would be like, and following is the conclusion 
drawn by the interviewer of the renowned gen- 
eral’s ideas of future war :— 

“Countless thousands of mighty guns were 
pouring millions of shells upon the opposing 
forces—high explosive shells of a destructive 
power not known in the last war, poison-gas 
shells whose deadly vapors penetrated through the 
protective masks and killed in a few minutes; 
shells scattering unquenchable phosphorous that 
burns through human flesh to the bone in half a 
minute. Hundreds of tanks were spitting death 
at the rate of a thousand shots a minute each. 
Machine guns spoke. Light automatic rifles in 
the hands of millions of men poured out hundreds 
of millions of bullets a minute—hbarrages so dev- 
astating that even a small bird could scarcely 
hope to get through untouched. The sky was 
darkened with thousands of aeroplanes, raining 
a ghastly dew upon the earth below. Far back 
of the lines, cities and villages were crumbling 
and in flames from the devastating fire of artil- 
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lery and bombs dropped from the air, shells and 
bombs that would raze a city block by the force 
of high explosive, or incendiary shells seem to 
set the world on fire...... Aerial torpedos, 
radio-controlled aeroplanes, even radio-controlled 
tanks and other engines of destruction guided by 
hands miles away—that seemed not beyond the 
bounds of the possible. ‘Tomorrow the world 
may be startled with a realization that death may 
be borne on the wings of the wind by radio; 
that men may be electrocuted by contact with the 
very air they breathe, or stabbed by an invisible 
ray.” 

Yes, war is coming and coming soon. Judg- 
ment is near. And I would warn you, my brother, 
my sister, to “flee from the wrath to come’ now, 
before it is forever too late and your doom is 
sealed. Make your calling and election sure. 
Escape while there is yet time. Turn from this 
age of sin and shame. Call upon God to save you 
and henceforth live unspotted by the world. For 
then you will reign with Christ in millennial splen- 
dor and glory, when righteousness will flourish 
on every side, when lust and passion, sin and 
shame, sorrow and disappointment will be no 
more; when the knowledge of the Lord will cover 
the earth as the waters fill the sea. I bid you ac- 
cept Christ as your Saviour, and accept Him now. 
There is no other escape. 


CHAPTER 1V. 


FourtH ADDRESS. 


OW are we to interpret Christ’s story of 
HH End-Time as set forth in Matthew 
twenty-four?—Are the signs mentioned soon 
to appear?—What is meant by “the abomination of 
desolation?” —How will it be possible to flee from the 
wrath of the Antichrist during the Great Tribulation? 


—Will Christ be recognized when He comes?—Can 
we know the time, and will He be expected? 


No clearer presentation of the End-Time is 
given anywhere than in Matthew twenty-four. It 
is Christ’s own story of the days just ahead. 
Thank God, we are not in the dark. The future 
has been unveiled and we know something of 
what is to come. 

The disciples, you will recall, had asked a three- 
fold question. First, “When shall these things 
be?” Second, “What shall be the sign of thy com- 
ing?” Third, “And of the end of the world?” 
(3) 

Now, before attempting an exposition, I want 
you to get hold of some general guiding lines, to 
see the view point from which Jesus spoke, for 
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only thus will it be possible to grasp the signifi- 
cance of the discourse. And may I say that I am 
going to interpret it exactly as it reads, leaving 
out what my Lord left out, and dealing only 
with what He saw fit to reveal. 

To begin with then let me say that the first 
question has reference only to the destruction of 
Jerusalem and that the answer of our Lord is 
recorded in Luke and not in Matthew at all. So 
that whatever we have in this chapter has to do 
with questions numbers two and three alone. 

Second, The word “world” does not appear in 
the Greek at all. The disciples therefore did not 
ask, “What shall be the sign of the end of the 
world?” but, “what shall be the sign of the end 
of the age?” The world is to continue for over 
a thousand years yet at least, but the age will 
close with the Second Advent and will be fol- 
lowed by the Millennium. - 

Third, The two events are linked together in 
the disciples’ question by the word “and,” nor are 
they in any wise separated by the answer of Jesus. 
“What shall be the sign of thy coming and of the 
end of the age?” 

Fourth, Jesus accepts their question without a 
murmur of protest and enumerates the “signs,” 
as requested, so that instead of condemning those 
who watch for them, He encourages them and 
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goes so far as to mame the “signs” in chrono~ 
logical order. 

Fifth, The period covered by Matthew twenty- 
four is the seventieth week of Daniel, the End- 
Time of the Age, approximately the last seven 
years of the present dispensation. ‘That is to say, 
Jesus kept to the point. They had asked to know 
the signs of His coming and the age ending, and 
He told them. His answer does not take in the 
general course of history all down the centuries, 
but rather the events of the immediate end. 

Sixth, The word “end” as used here is the 
translation of two Greek words, one meaning the 
aproximate end, a period of time, and the other 
meaning the very end, a point of time, marked 
off as it were by almost a single event. The ques- 
tion of the disciples had reference to the approxi- 
mate end, and the answer of Jesus to the final end 
G3,0,/132 14). 

Seventh, The chapter falls into two parts, the 
signs of the first fourteen verses occurring in the 
beginning of the end, or during the first half of 
the seventieth week of Daniel, leading up to and 
ushering in the real end; namely, the last three 
and a half years. Verse 15 therefore marks the 
time. Jesus here puts His finger on a definite, 
special sign, and tells us that when we see that 
we have reached the end. 
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Ten signs are to preceed the end. What are 
they? 

(1) False Christs. (4-5) 

Mark you, it does not say “a false Christ,” but 
false Christs.” The word is plural. From time 
to time there has arisen a false Christ, but this 
prediction will not be fulfilled until there are false 
Christs, a number at approximately the same 
time, possibly in various parts of the world, pro- 
claiming themselves as Christs. That sign has 
not yet appeared. It is the very first for which 
we are to watch. It will usher in the last seven 
years, the first half, generally speaking, of the 
End-Time. 

(2) Wars. (6, 7) 

Again the word is plural. Not a war here and 
there, but a succession of wars waged almost 
simultaneously. That is the second sign. The 
late world war did not usher in the end; it was 
only one of the many that are to come. But the 
“end”, Jesus says, is not yet. There are still other 
signs that must appear. 

(3) Famines. (7) 

Again, a number of famines in divers, or sev- 
eral places, at approximately the same time. Let 
me remind you of the very recent Armenian, Rus- 
sian and Chinese famines. 
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(4) Pestilences. (7) 

Several in various places. Think of the area 
covered by the Flu. How world-wide were its 
ravages! 

(5) Earthquakes. (7) 

These also in divers places at approximately 
the same time. Remember Japan and China. 

All these signs, declares Jesus, are but “the be- 
ginning of sorrows.” Or, the beginning of the 
real end. Devastating though they have been, 
still they are only the commencement. Well, what 
next ? 

(6) Persecution. (9-10) 

“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, 
and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name’s sake. And then shall 
many be offended, and shall betray one another, 
and shall hate one another.”’ So the church will 
again be bitterly persecuted even to the point of 
martyrdom. Oh yes! The testing time is surely 
coming. Are we ready? And all this, mark you, 
is but the beginning. Not yet have we reached the 
great tribulation. Not yet has the Antichrist 
usurped the place of Deity. Not yet have we come 
to the last three and a half years. 

(7) False Prophets. (11) 

Many, says Jesus. Why, of course! What an 
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opportunity for Satan! The Church persecuted. 
Many distracted. What can be more natural than 
for Satan’s emissaries to proclaim peace and so 
deceive those who listen to their suggestions of 
escape! What a number of false cults are already 
in evidence! 

(8) Iniquity Abounding. (12) 

Already it would seem that lawlessness and 
crime had gone about as far as possible. But 
there must be another stage. It will be open, pub- 
lic, literally abounding, uncurbed by law. 


(9) Coldness in Religion. (12) 

It is unthinkable that the tens of thousands in 
our churches who profess Christianity, but who 
have never been born of the Holy Ghost, should 
continue their outward profession in the face of 
persecution and suffering! They will at last be un- 
masked and placed where they belong by the very 
same persecutions that make the real Christians 
red-hot for God. The false prophets will find them 
eager to accept their message. 

But, thank God, there is also another company. 
“He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall 
be saved,” or “delivered.” (13) The real end 
is near. Those who are truly God’s children 
will endure. And the promise is physical deliver- 
ance from the coming Antichrist. The persect- 
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tions that reveal the hyprocites will harden and 
prepare the true believers, and nerve them for the 
fearful ordeal that yet awaits. 


(10) World-Evangelism. (14) 

And now comes the last of the pre-tribulation 
signs. Every nation will have heard the Gospel. 
Nothing more now remains to be fulfilled. The 
end, the real end is at last at hand. Daniel’s seven- 
tieth week is now half over, and but three and a 
half years of the age yet remain. But oh, what 
terrible things are to happen during the remain- 
ing period before Christ comes! 

But how do we know that we have reached this 
point? Ah, of that there can be no doubt. Jesus 
suddenly puts His finger on one specific, terrible 
event. He calls it “the abomination of desola- 
tion.” Listen, ‘““When ye therefore shall see the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place’—then! (15) 
So Daniel also spoke of it. Let us see Daniel 12: 
8-11. “And I heard, but I understood not: then 
said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these 
things?’ Now note the answer in verse eleven. 
“And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall 
be taken away, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two 
hundred and ninety days.” Thus the temple will 
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be rebuilt, worship restored, sacrifice offered daily, 
until suddenly all will be stopped, the abomination 
of desolation set up; namely, the blasphemous 
assumption of Deity by the beast, either the per- 
sonal presence of the Antichrist, or his image, or 
perhaps both, with the demand that he alone be 
worshiped, thereby breaking his aforemade agree- 
ment with the Jews. 

But not only Jesus and Daniel, but Paul also 
lays his finger on the very same significant event 
in dealing with the time element. You will find 
it in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. “Let no man de- 
ceive you by any means; for that day shall not 
come, except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that 
is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God.” 

Well now, we are on pretty sure ground. Jesus, 
putting His finger on this one supreme event, 
clearly designates the time elements in His story 
of the end. “When,” He says. That word “when” 
denotes time. All the other signs will take place 
first, but if you want to know “the” sign of the 
end, watch for “the abomination of desolation.” 
Paul says that this monster of iniquity will ap- 
pear in the temple. Daniel says the same. Like- 
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wise Jesus. Also Paul. And Prophecy points 
forward to him, the man of destiny, the super- 
man, the son of perdition, the man of sin, the 
devil’s christ. 

But when he dares to demand the worship 
ascribed to God alone, and when he insists that 
all the world bow down to his image, the Jews 
will revolt at once. “Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image,’ commanded Moses. 
And “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
Thus, there is trouble at last. Danger lurks just 
ahead. No more witnessing, no more preaching 
now. There remains but one alternative. It is 
flight. Hence the command to flee. Get away if 
at all possible. Find a hiding place somewhere 
and find it at once. Delay not. There is not a 
moment to lose. To the caves and to the dens. 
For when the Antichrist emerges from the temple 
it will be to exterminate both Jews and Chris- 
tians alike. And it will inaugurate the great tribu- 
lation. Then fly. “Escape for thy life.” 

“Then let them which be in Judea flee unto the 
mountains” (16). Hurry to the ceves and dens 
in the mountain fastnesses. “Let him which is 
on the housetop not come down to take anything 
out of his house. Neither let him which is in the 
field return back to take his clothes” (17-18). 
There will be no time. Nothing can be saved ex- 
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cept life. Household goods will be confiscated. 
So urgent will be the flight that everything will 
have to be left. “And woe unto them that are 
with child, and to them that give suck in those 
days” (19). Yes, for they will be greatly hamp- 
ered in their flight. “But pray ye that your flight 
be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day” 
(20). It will be cold in the mountains and fuel 
will be scarce. Hence, death from exposure will 
result. And if it should be on the Jewish Sabbath 
it will mean that the unbelieving Jews who are 
orthodox and who adhere strictly to the law of 
Moses, will not be able to flee farther than two 
miles, and that will not be a sufficient distance 
to be safe from the Antichrist. 

Now follows the announcement of the great 
tribulation. “When ye therefore shall see the 
abomination of desolation,” flee “‘for then shall 
be great tribulation, such as was not since the be- 
ginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be.” (15, 21). Nothing here save the bare 
announcement with the suggestion of its horrors 
by the declaration of a possible shortening of its 
duration. Other Scriptures describe the unspeak- 
able sufferings of that terrible period. Note that 
it breaks out simultaneously with the manifesta- 
tion of Antichrist in the temple at Jerusalem. 
Hence the necessity of the aforementioned flight. 
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Now come the false christs and false prophets, 
miracle workers, seeking to deceive even the elect. 
What more natural than for a pretending prophet 
to tell the fleeing Christians and Jews that the 
Messiah has come and is at Jerusalem, or in the 
desert, only to lure the unsuspecting into the 
cruel power of the Antichrist with whom they 
will be in league, and who will be waiting for the 
return of the hated refugees! ‘Behold, I have 
told you before,’ declares Jesus. Hence it is 
their own fault if they are deceived and captured. 
The warning is clear. (25) 

But how are they to know? How can they 
be sure? Is there anything about His coming by 
which they can recognize Him beyond the slight- 
est shadow of a doubt? Oh, yes! Listen: “For 
as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shin- 
eth even unto the west; so shall also the coming 
of the son of man be.” (27) ‘Thank God for that 
assurance. No secrecy here. No mysterious desert 
appearing. No prophet announcement. But a pub- 
lic, open, unmistakable manifestation. Like the 
flash of lightning that brightens the whole horizon 
and crosses the sky from east to west, visible to 
unnumbered millions, so will His coming be. 
Therefore, deception is impossible. There can be 
no mistake. 

Now we have reached verse twenty-nine. The 
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terrible tribulation has come to an end. Some 
three and a half years have passed. Take heart, 
weary watcher, for the hour of deliverance has 
struck. Hear, now, what Jesus says :— 
“Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken.”’ (29) Ah! did not Joel say the 
same thing? “And I will shew wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pil- 
lars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into dark- 
ness, and the moon into blood, before the great 
and the terrible day of the Lord come.” (Joel 2: 
30-31). Yes, and other prophets as well. So that 
some morning from their mountain hiding places, 
the saints will look out and note that the daylight 
has not come as usual. Presently, awed by a 
darkened sun and moon, a total eclipse probably, 
and the falling of stars, etc., if they remember 
the prophetic forecast of their Master, their hearts 
will throb with joy, and calling their friends to 
hurry out, there across the heavens like a rainbow 
perchance, will be seen a sight the like of which 
no mortal eye ever beheld before. And they will 
know it as the “sign” of His coming. At His first 
Advent it was a star. What it will be at His next 
no tongue can tell. Suffice it to say that it 
16 
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will be easily recognized by the waiting ones. 
And, oh, the thrill that will pass through every 
heart when it appears! All danger gone now. 
Safe, safe, safe even from the Antichrist himseif. 
The last sign has appeared. For the very next 
event must be His own long-looked for return. 
Oh, glad day! Happy hour! Thank God, He is 
near ! 

“And they shall see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 
(30) Hallelujah! As He went, He returns. 
Amid the clouds of heaven He descends. Openly 
He left, openly He comes back. And all power 
is His, while the glory no tongue can describe. 
Oh, the wonder of it! How our hearts leap al- 
ready in anticipation! Glorious Lord! Blessed 
Redeemer! We love Thee! We worship Thee! 
We long to see Thee and we pray from the bottom 
of our hearts: “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 

Surely the hour is at hand. The great tribula- 
tion must be almost upon us, the fearful reign of 
the Antichrist about to commence. And then the 
battle of Armageddon, and then—the glorious 
revelation of our blessed Lord. And then, ah, 
then, at last, at last, the Golden Age, the Millen- 
nium. Hasten, glad Day! Hasten, judgment and 
tribulation! Hasten, oh hasten, Thou Christ of 
God, Thou mighty Prince of Peace! 
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“And he shall send his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet and they shall gather his 
elect from the four winds of heaven.” (31) As 
He descends the trumpet sounds, and the angels 
are dispatched to gather the elect and to bear them 
in the twinkling of an eye to their Lord and 
Master. 

Note now the order of events: “When ye shall 
see the abomination of desolation, then shall be 
great tribulation. Immediately after the tribula- 
tion, they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, and he shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
gather together his elect.” Thus the gathering of 
the saints is the fifth act in the drama. These five 
words give the key. 

And with the brightness of His shining forth 
there will be, as foretold, the destruction of the 
Antichrist and his armies, the deliverance of the 
Jews who will recognize and accept Him as their 
Messiah, and the establishment of His millennium. 

“Now hear a parable of the fig tree. When his 
branch is tender and putteth forth leaves ye know 
that summer is nigh. So likewise ye when ye 
shall see these things know ye that he is near even 
at the doors.” (32-33). In other worls, the 
waiting ones are to watch for the signs. First 
the abomination of desolation, then the great 
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tribulation, followed by the astronomical dis- 
turbances, His sign in the sky, and then the 
Lord Himself. No uncertainty. No guessing. No 
idle speculation. The signs are true portends. 
“He is near, even at the doors.” 

“Verily I say unto you, this generation shall 
not pass until all these things have been fulfilled.” 
(34). The rapidity of it! “This generation’ ; 
namely, the generation then living. For the gen- 
eration that sees the beginning will see the end, 
so quickly will events transpire. We would have 
said, “that” generation; but Jesus simply trans- 
ported Himself as it were to the End-Time, and 
spoke as though the generation then lived, and so 
He said most naturally, “this” generation. Things 
will happen fast once they commence. 

But, oh, the absolute certainty of it! ‘Heaven 
‘and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away.” (35). How then can men mock! 
Every sign will appear. Not one will be missing. 
What Jesus has stated will actually come to pass, 
and exactly as He said it would. The heavens 
and the earth will pass away as foretold however 
stable they may seem to be, but not His words. 
Beware, then, and despise not prophecy, for soon, 
much sooner than we think, we may find our- 
selves in the midst of these prophetic signs. 

And now in closing let me point out one or 
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two facts of special significance. The chapter, 
you will recall, ends with certain admonitions and 
warnings. As to the day and hour, it is unknown 
and unknowable. God, it would seem, has seen 
fit to keep that knowledge to Himself. Even the 
angels are in ignorance. (36). To the world at 
least it will come as the flood came on the ante- 
deluvians,—in other words, it will be a complete 
surprise. (37-39). 

In fact, so sudden and unexpected will it be 
that men and women will be at their daily toil, 
having no thought of the tremendous event so 
near at hand. ‘Then shall two be in the field; 
the one shall be taken, and the other left. T'wo 
women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall 
be taken, and the other left.” “Watch therefore; 
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” 
(40-42). 

Then again, He emphasizes what He has just 
said by giving an illustration. A thief, He points 
out, comes when he is least expected (43). Thus 
will it be with the world. ‘Therefore be ye also 
ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh” (44). 

What next? A final illustration. Yea, more, a 
vivid fearful picture drawn from actual experi- 
ence of what shall be in the End-Time. For there 
will be faithless ones, servants who, in a back- 
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slidden condition, forgetful of the warning, meet 
Him unprepared. “My Lord delaveth his com- 
ing,” they say. And hence, unwatchful, they find 
themselves suddenly, unexpectedly, along with 
the world at large, ushered into His presence. 
And, oh, the judgment, the punishment, the ter- 
rible retribution! “The Lord of that servant shall 
come in a day when he looketh not for him, and 
in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites; there shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth” (48-51). 

So much for the one whom the Lord calls “that 
evil servant.” But already He has spoken of an- 
other, ‘‘a faithful and wise servant.” Oh, yes, 
there will be those, thank God, who will be faith- 
fully doing His will when He comes. And to 
these He will give places of special authority and 
responsibility (45-47). 

And so with this vivid comparison the chapter 
closes. But it does not end in talk. By no means. 
Matthew twenty-four now awaits fulfillment. For 
some nineteen centuries it has sounded out its 
warning. Soon now, it will pass into history, for 
the tremendous events of which it speaks will 
have taken place. The stage, it would seem, is 
already set. The actors cannot be long in appear- 
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ing. The world is rapidly heading up for the 
final act in the drama. 

The history of the Church, you will remember, 
is given in Revelation, chapters two and three. 
That picture covers some nineteen hundred years. 
The last stage is the Laodicean. Everyone admits 
that we are now there. The description fits us 
exactly. All the other stages have come and 
gone. There are none to follow, for Laodicea 
brings us to the end of the age. If therefore, we 
are now in the Laodicean period, it follows that 
we are very near the End-Time. 

Our God is a God of order, a God of system. 
Six days he devoted to the creation of the world, 
and on the seventh He rested. For six thousand 
years now the world has been governed by man; 
during the seventh thousand it will be governed 
by God. The Sabbath, God’s day of rest, is typ- 
ical of the millennium. The beginning of that 
Sabbath cannot be far off. 

Beloved, are you ready? Have you been truly 
born of the Holy Ghost? Are you safely sheltered 
beneath the blood? Does your heart condemn 
you, or have you victory over sin? Are you daily 
walking in the light? Is there anything between 
you and God? Are you weary and tired of this 
present age, and does your heart cry out for His 
appearing? Would you welcome His return? 
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I beg of you to ponder well these questions and 
to answer as before God. Soon, soon it will be 
too late. Now is the time to prepare. “Therefore 
be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.” 


CHAPTER V. 


Firtu Appress. 


f / P HAT of Voltaire’s proud boast?—Are 
our children becoming atheists?—Can the 
blasphemous utterances of atheism be sub- 

stantiated?—Why do atheists confuse religion with 

salvation?—Does the sin of one Christian prove that 
all are alike?—Does atheism lead to wmmorality?—Is 

Higher Criticism responsible for atheism?—Has it 

ever been proved that there is no God?—Can it be 

demonstrated that the Bible is God’s Word?—Are 
atheists honest doubters?—How may they be enlight- 
ened?—Do atheists die happy? 


When Antichrist reigns atheism will flourish. 
Satan will then have achieved his greatest success. 
God must be obliterated. In a last determined 
effort to get rid of Him atheism will endeavor 
to turn men’s thoughts from the supernatural to 
the natural, from the spiritual to the material, 
from Eternity to time. Already there are ominous 
signs. The shadows are deepening. Atheism to- 
day dares to raise its voice in defiance of God and 
His Christ, not only in Bolshevic Russia, but in 
America, the land of the Pilgrim Fathers. From 
persecution they fled; to worship God as they 
pleased they came. Not to get farther away from 
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God, but to get nearer to Him was their objective. 
The Bible was their chart, their compass. No 
thought had they of infidelity. That remained 
for their children, children wise in their own con- 
ceits. “The fool hath said in his heart, There is 
no God.” They did not wish to be classed as 
“fools.” But it is the End-Time, and atheism is an 
End-Time sign. Hence its development in this 
our day. 

Voltaire, Ingersoll and Paine are no more. 
They were but individual advocates of atheism. 
It was my privilege to stand in the room of Vol- 
taire when in Europe. I was visiting the palace 
of Frederick the Great of Germany, not far from 
Berlin. Strange emotions stirred my heart as I 
thought of the man who had spent the best of his 
life trying to prove that there is no God. Every- 
thing was just as he had left it. I wondered what 
he thought then. What would he have to say 
could he sit. once more in his antique chair and 
speak? My mind traveled to Paris where I had 
visited the Louvre and gazed in wonder on the 
palatial residence of royalty, for there was his 
house, still standing intact. Yet there was nothing 
about it to indicate the fact that it was one time 
occupied by a famous infidel. Instead it was piled 
high with Bibles. And Voltaire had said that 
within a hundred years there would not be a Bible 
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in existence. Well, the atheist has gone, and as 
if to remind the world of his folly, his own house 
became the headquarters, in France, of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. And the Bible is to- 
day the “best seller’ of all literature. It has been 
translated into more than five hundred languages 
and dialects, nor is there any indication that its 
popularity is waning. But its word concerning 
Voltaire, Ingersoll and Paine, ‘Dust thou art, to 
dust shalt thou return,” has come true. “The 
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” 
But atheism is no longer advocated by isolated 
individuals here and there; it has become organ- 
ized and its work systematized. “The American 
Association for the Advancement of Atheism” 
was incorporated some eighteen months ago, and 
already it has made fearful strides. Under its 
protection is what has come to be known as the 
“Junior Atheistic League” with headquarters in 
New York. Its diabolical work is carried on 
chiefly in the high schools, colleges and uni- 
versities of the land. Its avowed purpose is the 
making of atheists out of boys and girls. And 
their boast is that they are succeeding to an alarm- 
ing degree. Not only is their attack directed 
against the church; it also includes the home and 
the sacred institution of marriage. Who can fore- 
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tell the moral and spiritual condition of the nation 
ten years hence, should they succeed? 

Their methods are clear, their propaganda care- 
fully planned. They form the students into 
groups, each group choosing its own name. Fol- 
lowing are some of the names selected :—‘““The 
Devil’s Angels,” “The Circle of the Godless,” 
“The Legion of the Damned,” “God’s Black 
Sheep,” “The Damned Souls.” Many of the pro- 
fessors lend their sympathetic aid, it is said. In 
their meetings they scoff at the Bible, deny the 
existence of God, ridicule the Virgin Birth, re- 
pudiate the idea of there being such places as 
heaven and hell, seek to overthrow religion and 
openly attack the church. 

Atheistic Leagues have now been established in 
twenty-two colleges in the United States. Nor 
are these societies confined to state universities. 
No less than one hundred and forty-five of the 
students in Princeton are said to have lost their 
faith in a personal God since entering the Uni- 
versity. The University of Rochester, which is 
a Baptist Institution, is the home of “’T'he Damned 
Souls” society. ‘‘Resolved that marriage is an 
antiquated institution and should be abolished,” 
was one of the subjects debated in this society, 
and sad to say, it was won by the affirmative, even 
the girls favoring the decision. 
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There has now been incorporated an organiza- 
tion known as the “American Anti-Bible Society” 
with headquarters in New York. 


“The object of the American Anti-Bible So- 
ciety is to discredit the Bible. 

“In pursuance of that object, it will publish and 
distribute anti-biblical literature; hold meetings 
and debates on the Bible; broadcast lectures tell- 
ing the truth about the book; agitate for the re- 
peal of laws enforcing its religious teachings; 
translate anti-biblical works into foreign lan- 
guages and publish them for world-wide distribu- 
tion; establish state and. local branches: and, by 
propaganda, bar the Bible from the public school; 
dislodge it from guest rooms in hotels; dis- 
courage its use at gubernatorial and presidential 
inaugurations; remove it from the witness stand; 
check and ultimately stop its unsolicited distribu- 
tion among soldiers, seamen, patients and pris- 
oners and counteract the work of societies cir- 
culating it as the word of God. 

“Tn educating the American people concerning 
this book, we shall make known its human origin, 
evolutionary formation and discreditable history ; 
expose its immoral and barbaric contents; and 
lay bare its anti-scientific, anti-liberal and ir- 
rational teachings. 
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“The Bible is the work of man. It is but one 
of several “revelations” accepted in the pre-scien- 
tific age of almost universal illiteracy, when dis- 
interested investigation was unknown. The truth 
about the Bible as revealed by the Higher Critics, 
from Bishop Colenso and Thomas Paine to the 
professors of today, shall be broadcast. Modern 
scholarship declares it to be a collection of folk- 
lore and superstition.” 

Hence there can be no doubt but that Satan is 
undertaking the herculean task of discrediting the 
Word of God not only through Higher Criticism, 
but also through modern atheism, organized and 
militant. 

Magazines are now being issued and pamphlets 
circulated to propagate atheism. Following are 
some of the statements made in these publications. 
“Don’t let the Bible make a fool of you.” “Keep 
this Jew scrapbook out of our public schools.” 
“Free our children from superstition, ignorance, 
bigotry, hypocrisy and the mental diseases of so- 
called Christianity. The dirty stories in this fake 
‘Holy Word of God,’ compiled by Bishop Euse- 
bius of Rome, about the year 280, are an insult 
to civilization.” ‘The Bible sustains slavery; the 
Bible is full of lies and deceptions; the Bible sus-_ 
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tains adultery and prostitution; the Bible upholds 
cruelty to animals.” “There is no God, and as far 
as salvation through the blood of Jesus is con- 
cerned, that is bunk, pure bunk.” 


Queen Silver, who edits and publishes an athe- 
istic magazine, is secretary of the Los Angeles 
Branch. When nine years old she lectured on 
evolution. When thirteen she launched her maga- 
zine. She is now eighteen. Following are ex- 
cerpts from her publication :-— 


“Fifty thousand Hebrews were ordered slain 
because one man looked into the ‘ark of the Lord.’ 
Probably he found there was no God inside, said 
so, and the people were slaughtered to stamp out 
atheism.” 


“The true religionist is a man or woman who 
suffers from a compound fracture of reasoning 
ability.”’ 

“The priest wears his collar turned backwards 
in order to show that he wishes to turn his face 
to the rear and allow his mind to revert to the 
primitive.” 

Following are some of the definitions given by 
her mother under the heading “A Theological 
Dictionary” : 

“Hell: A place where the steam heat is never 
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turned off; God created it so as to have a place 
to cook an eternal cannibal stew.” 

“Wrath: A fit of temper which God Almighty 
indulges in whenever things do not go to suit 
Him.” 

“Ass: Favorite means of locomotion of Jesus. 
He once rode into Jerusalem sitting on two of 
them which His disciples had previously stolen 
for Him.” 

“Christ: A being who came to save the world 
and died without being able to save himself.” 

“Prayer: Strong language which, when prop- 
erly used, informs the Almighty how to run the 
universe. Without all of this advice ascending to 
Him in a thousand different dialects at the same 
time, God wouldn’t know what to do next.” 

“Omnipotent: Another name for God. He 
proved His omnipotence by being unable to stop 
the great World War for five years, until there 
was no money left to fight with, and by allowing 
ten million innocent non-combatants to die of star- 
vation and disease.” | 

The following poem appears in the February 
issue. It is entitled “The Holy Bible” :— 


“Arrogance—forgery—lies— 
Arson and rapine and fraud; 

Tyranny—terror and spies— 
This is the book of god. 
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“Heroes who trade in their wives, 
Prophets who poison and cheat, 
Slay their own children with knives, 
And marry the She of the street. 


“Tust and slaughter its son, 

Hate for the noble and true, 
Theft and murder and wrong: 

The Book of the god of the Jew.” 


The following pronouncement by Judge Coats- 
worth, of Toronto, is worthy of the highest 
praise, and if Queen Silver’s atheistic magazine 
were published in Canada, it would probably share 
the same well-earned fate. This charge was de- 
livered to the jury in a case of alleged blasphe- 
mous handling of the Bible by E. V. Sterry in 
the Christian Inquirer. I quote it verbatim: 

“Probably nothing is more sacred to us than 
our religion. We have ever been taught to rever- 
ence the name of God. I know I am right in 
saying that this is so strongly impressed upon our 
lives that we not only speak, but think, of God 
with reverence. We regard Him as the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe; also as our Maker and 
Creator, through whom alone, we believe, we live, 
move and have our being. We regard taking 
God’s name in vain as a sin. He is to us our 
Heavenly Father. It is a part of our faith that 


God so loved the world that He gave His only 
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begotten and well-beloved Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, cut have eternal 
life. All that we have in this world worth having, 
we believe, comes from God. We look to Him 
also for salvation in the world to come after we 
have passed out of this life. Our conception of 
God is so much a part of every life that it is an 
integral part of our national life. So much is 
this the case that we are prepared to say that 
love of God and trust in Him are the very foun- 
dation of our nation’s greatness. 

“The Bible, the Holy Scriptures, are to us the 
revelation of God’s will concerning us and ail 
His people. It contains the only history of the 
Creation, and in this Book God’s will and law 
for His people’s guidance is revealed. We look 
upon the Bible as the basis of every gool law in 
our country. It is to us the dearest and most 
precious Book in all the world. Sooner would we © 
fail with every other book than the Bible. It is 
in reality to us the Book of books. It is always 
painful to hear any person question any part of 
the Bible. 

“We do allow that any person may disbelieve 
in God and the Bible, and may express that be- 
lief in language or by writing. We insist, how- 
ever, that in doing so the language or writing 
must be couched in respectful terms, such as are 
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appropriate in dealing with such a subject as is 
most sacred to nearly every person in our land. 
When the language or writing is in such disre- 
spectful and indecent terms as to be resented by 
and to be an offence to all our God-fearing people 
and to outrage their feelings and sense of pro- 
priety, then it becomes blasphemy. It is for you 
to decide whether the expressions in the paper 
which the accused says he published, and for 
which he is wholly responsible, have passed the 
limits of a decent and respectful expression of 
opinion, and have in their terms become so in- 
decent and disrespectful as to outrage the feelings 
of our people and constitute the crime of blas- 
phemy.” 

(His Honour pointed out that blasphemous 
libel consisted in the publication of any profane 
words “vilifying or ridiculing God, Jesus Christ, 
the Holy Ghost, the Old or New Testament, or 
Christianity in general, with intent to shock and 
insult believers, or to pervert or mislead the igno- 
rant or unwary.” The essence of the crime, he 
said, consisted in the publication of words so 
scurrilous as to pass the limits of decent contro- 
versy. ) 

“T don’t know whether I am asking too much 
when I ask if it is not a shock to your better 
feelings to read these expressions about the Most 
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High God Himself, whom we all have been taught 
to reverence and respect, also these expressions 
about Moses, His servant, the first great Law- 
giver—whether you consider that the decencies 
of controversy have been observed, or whether 
they go to the extent of outraging the feelings 
of the community in general and of every person 
in particular. If you think honestly that that lan- 
guage, as expressed in that paper, is within the 
limits of decent, honest controversy and argu- 
ment, then you must find him not guilty. If, on 
the other hand, you think the language in which 
he refers to Almighty God and in which he refers 
to the Law-giver, and in which he refers to the 
things that are mentioned in that paragraph; if 
you think that they pass beyond the limits of 
honest and decent controversy, and are blasphe- 
mous and an outrage on the feelings of the com- 
munity, then it is your duty to find him guilty.” 
Queen Silver says in her magazine: “JI cannot 
understand how anyone can possess knowledge 
without wanting others also to acquire it.” Quite 
right! Nor can I. Nor does any real Christian. 
In fact it is the believer above all others who 
longs for all the world to possess the knowledge 
that is his. It is the believer who pours out his 
money, goes to the foreign field, leaving behind 
the luxuries and even the comforts of life, in 


Wuen Anticurist Rricns 101 


order that the knowledge which he has may be 
imparted to others. It was General Booth who 
founded an Army that lived for one thing and 
one only, viz., to reach the lower strata of hu- 
manity in the slums of our great cities, and to go 
where atheists never have gone, with the watch- 
word “Others.” The knowledge of God and His 
salvation which has meant so much to us is the 
knowledge that we are passing on to others in 
every conceivable way. Our atheist friends had 
better think twice before they speak once and not 
make such foolish and ignorant statements. “TI 
cannot understand how anyone can enjoy the com- 
forts of life and yet be so callous, or so selfish, 
as to fail to help others in their struggle for better 
conditions.” So writes Queen Silver. If she re- 
fers to atheists, well and good, but if to the Sal- 
vation Army and other Christian organizations 
then it is a lie, and every fair-minded man knows 
that it is. 

In reading atheistic literature I note that Chris- 
tians are all classed together. The writers seem 
to be utterly ignorant of the fact that there are 
Christians and Christians. I am certain of this 
from the fact that they declare the inmates of our 
prisons to be Christians simply because the aver- 
age prisoner claims affiliation with some church 
or denomination. And I suppose if the facts 
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were known not five per cent would be found to 
be Christians. There is all the difference in the 
world between a professing Christian and a truly 
born again believer. True, religion has caused 
many a war and much bloodshed, but that is not 
true of real Christianity. Roman Catholicism 
stands guilty of a thousand crimes, but Roman 
Catholicism is not Christian, far from it. ‘Thou- 
sands of Protestants know nothing at all about 
salvation. Religion is not Christianity. There are 
the sheep and the goats. Religious people will 
do things that Christian people never would do. 
To place religion in the same class with salvation 
only demonstrates the utter ignorance and dark- 
ness of atheists as a whole. Many of them have 
never been privileged to mingle with genuine, 
born-again believers, or they would know better. 
Their acquaintance has been with religion as a 
system rather than with Christianity as a life. 
Atheism makes much of the sins of Christians, 
especially ministers. I know of no argument 
more nonsensical. If turned upon atheists or any 
other group in the world, it would be equally valu- 
able. The fact that one man is bad by no means 
proves that all are. And while it is true that 
professing Christians have been guilty of moral 
misdeeds of every kind and character, there is 
not an intelligent person anywhere but who must 


WHEN ANTICHRIST REIGNS 103 


admit that Christianity has produced the highest 
type of morality known. Even the children of 
Israel under the law of Moses lived a morality 
that the surrounding nations never even dreamed 
possible. Let atheism produce such a moral stand- 
ard and then let it impart to its adherents the 
power necessary to reach that standard in every 
day practical life. When it can do that, that which 
the Gospel alone has done, then and not until then 
it may discard God’s salvation and substitute its 
own precepts. 

Atheism is bound to lead directly to immorality 
and license of every kind. How could it be other- 
wise? The one thing that keeps men back from 
committing sin is the fear of punishment. They 
know that God has said: ‘“The soul that sinneth, 
it shall die.” “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 
“The wages of sin is death.” Men would not fear 
to kill if it were not for the thought of the gallows 
or life imprisonment. It naturally follows then 
that if man can persuade himself that there is no 
God to meet, no judgment to face, and no hell to 
suffer, he will give full vent to his passions, 
he will sin as often as he pleases, he will satisfy 
every wish and desire. Why not? If this is to be 
his only life, why not have the best possible time 
while it lasts? Why not partake of every pleasure 
and drink of every cup? The Christian is not 
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restrained by law, but by an experience of God's 
salvation that breaks the power of sin. But for 
the unbeliever there is nothing but law and fear 
of punishment. Now if that be taken away and 
the power of sin left, it follows that he will in- 
dulge as freely and as often as he sees fit. God 
help us, then, if atheism ever gains a foothold! 
It will spell the moral doom of the nation. 

This from Bob Shuler’s Magazine :— 

“T am not afraid of the atheistic movement 
spreading very fast through our schools unless 
a very different variety of leaders is discovered. 
I happen to know two of these leaders pretty well. 
Both happen to be young female atheists. One is 
known to the police to be a degenerate of the first 
water, one of the most outstanding in a great 
city of over a million people. The other, while 
not so pronounced in her reputation among the 
police, is none the less immoral and is at this 
very moment living with a man who is not her 
husband. A movement with such captains and 
lieutenants at its head will not go far. 

“Not long ago a young foreigner was pointed 
out to me at a public meeting. He was un- 
doubtedly very brilliant. He spoke for five min- 
utes and his statements were as keen as a blade. 
He, too, is an atheist, though he does not aspire 
to leadership. I came to find out that he is liv- 
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ing in a cottage in Hollywood with a Swedish 
girl who pleads with him to marry her and thus 
save her good name. But he sees no need for a 
marriage license. 

“These, it seems to me, are very fine illustra- 
tions of the fruitage of atheism in practical ap- 
plication. When a young man or woman comes 
to believe that God is a myth, restraint is gone. 
This thing of doing right for right’s sake sounds 
very lovely and is used handsomely for effect, 
but there is no truth in it when you hear it from 
the lips of these God haters. It is a pretty safe 
guess that atheism will lead three-fourths of its 
devotees into open sin and brazen sensuality. 

“But how could you expect less? Certainly a 
theory that is as debasing as atheism will fruit 
in animal lust and its appeasing, for atheism in 
its denial of God abounds in gross animalism.” 

That atheism is making rapid strides there can 
be no doubt. But right here and now I want to 
charge home on the leaders of our churches the 
guilt, the blame, the cause. For had it not been 
for the Higher Criticism, the Modernism that has 
been taught in our theological seminaries, atheism 
could never have gained a foothold. Modernism 
is bound to lead directly to atheism. Infidels are 
bred in colleges where Higher Criticism is taught. 
There can be no other outcome. It is the natural, 
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expected harvest. ‘‘Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.’’ Deny the Virgin Birth, 
repudiate the blood, tear to pieces the Bible, and 
atheism is the result. The denial of God naturally 
follows. Oh, the guilt, the blood-guilt of the 
ministry of today. What an account to render! 
How common it is now to see a Voltaire, an 
Ingersoll, in the pulpit! And the people know it 
not. Woe to the false shepherds! 

Now as to the leaders of these various societies 
of atheism and infidelity—for the most part they 
are mere youths. Moreover they have never 
known Christ and therefore have no means of 
comprehending spiritual things. How true is the 
Bible statement regarding them! “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). Hence, to argue or seek to reason 
with an atheist would be utter folly, since the 
natural man has no capacity to understand. He 
lives in a world a million miles from the spiritual, 
and being an utter stranger to the spiritual realm 
he is in darkness regarding the things of God. 
Don’t condemn him; pity him. 

There is only one thing that the atheist needs, 
and that is salvation. He needs Christ, just the 
same as any and every other sinner. What he 
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requires is a change of heart, a new nature. He 
must be “born again.” Regeneration is his only 
hope. These boys and girls, remember, are sin- 
ners, though atheists. They are blind leaders of 
the blind. Not having the light themselves, they 
cannot impart it to others. Their minds are dark- 
ened by the god of this world. And it is the 
business of Satan to keep them so. 

As to their arguments and attacks on the Bible 
and its Author—they are but the old worn-out 
statements of the infidels and free-thinkers of a 
generation ago. Every argument has been an- 
swered again and again. Not one will hold water. 
They are so foolish, so childish that they ought 
not to be dignified with an answer. In spite of 
all that has been written it yet remains for some- 
one to prove that there is no God, to prove that 
the Bible is unreliable and fallible, to prove that 
men are not sinners needing a Saviour, to prove 
that there is no heaven and no hell. No infidel, no 
atheist has ever yet produced such proof. ‘They 
have ridiculed and mocked, they have criticized 
and found fault, they have argued and questioned, 
but they have never proved. They cannot and 
they know it. Colonel Charteris it was who said, 
“T would gladly give $150,000 to have it proved 
to my satisfaction that there is no such a place 
as hell.” Poor man! he might have offered a 
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hundred million with as little hope of success. 
The Bible has been with us for centuries. It 
claims to be the Word of God. Men‘have believed 
in heaven and hell for generations. It remains 
now for the atheists to prove the contrary. And 
while they have been hammering away at the 
Word of God, the Bible has marched right on. 
Infidels and agnostics have gone to their doom; 
the Bible is still here. ‘Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” 
“Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith’s door, 
And heard the anvil sing the Vesper chime; 


Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor 
Old hammers worn with blasting years of time. 


““How many anvils have you had,’ said I, 

‘To wear and batter all these hammers so?’ 
‘Just one,’ said he; then said with twinkling eye, 
‘The anvil wears the hammer out, you know.’ 


“And so I thought, the Anvil of God’s Word 
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon; 

Yet tho’ the noise of falling blows was heard, 
The anvil is unharmed—the hammers gone.” 


Poor, puny man! What a fool he is! ‘True, in- 
deed, is the verdict of the Book of books: ‘“The 
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” 
And only a fool would make such a statement. 
For if there was nothing else to prove the ex- 
istence of God there would be sufficient in the 
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flowers and trees, the birds and reptiles, the sun, 
moon and stars. Who made them? How came 
they? What holds them in space? Who mapped 
out their course? Why don’t they crash into each 
other? How came the flower? Who gave it its per- 
fume? Ask the simple shepherd boy if you want 
to know. Hecantell you. “God,” he will say— 
“God.” Who else could? 

Ask the atheist where he starts, and he will re- 
spond: ‘With the nebular hypothesis.” ‘There, 
he will tell you, are the two first great causes, 
force and matter. That is as far back as he can 
go. Now ask the Christian the same question 
and he will answer: “In the beginning God.” 
“But,” exclaims the atheist, “who made God?” 
“What made force and matter?” replies the Chris- 
tian. And there you are, a dead lock. Well now, 
take your choice. As for me I choose God, an 
intelligent Being. Force and matter may satisfy 
you, but not me. For the nebular hypothesis the 
atheist has nothing but supposition, whereas I 
have a divine revelation, God’s Word. No neb- 
ular guess (for that is what hypothesis means) 
will suffice for the Christian. 

There are three indisputable arguments for the 
divine origin of the Bible, three proofs that no 
one ever has or ever can explain on any other 
ground. The arguments of the infidels have been 
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answered again and again. These never have. 
Here they are :— 


\ 


First, fulfilled prophecy. 

What are you going to do, my atheistic friend, 
with the fulfilment of God’s Word? The fact 
you cannot deny. How then are you going to ex- 
plain it? You are confronted with scores of 
passages, predictions in the most minute detail, 
regarding events that did not take place, in some 
cases, until centuries had passed, but which were 
at last fulfilled exactly as foretold. I challenge 
you to give an intelligent answer. “Guess work,” 
you say. Well, suppose you do some guessing. 
Guess if you can a score of extraordinary events 
that will take place within the next five years, 
events that today seem most unlikely. And when 
you find yourself wrong again and again, just 
remember that the Bible speaks of things that are 
to happen centuries later, that hundreds of pre- 
dictions are made, that even details are given, and 
that not one mistake has yet been found. Scores 
upon scores of predictions have already been ful- 
filled. 

Take Tyre for instance. “And they shall lay 
thy stones, and thy timber, and thy dust in the 
midst of the waters” (Ezek. 12). So reads the 
prediction. Tyre is destroyed by Nebuchadnez- 
zar. Thus a former prophecy is fulfilled. Then 
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the city is rebuilt on a rock in the sea. For two 
hundred and forty years the second prediction 
remained unfulfilled, nor did there seem to be 
the least possibility of its fulfilment. At last 
came Alexander the Great. He commanded that 
a huge causeway should be built from the land to 
the city. Before it was completed every stone, 
every bit of timber, even the dust of the ruins, 
was thrown into the midst of the waters to build 
the causeway. My friends, aside from the super- 
natural there is no explanation. Man can do 
much; he can guess, but he cannot predict the 
future. But with this I have already dealt in 
another address. I leave you to think it over. 
Fulfilled prophecy alone proves the authenticity 
of the Bible. 

Second, answered prayer. 

Through the centuries that have passed and 
- gone, God’s servants have prayed, prayed in the 
face of the most fearful obstacles, and God has 
answered. Men have gone to Him and to Him 
alone. Not a word have they said to another, yet 
their request has been granted. Elijah prayed 
and the fire fell. Men have cried for rain and 
rain has been sent. Protection has been sought 
and granted. George Muller’s Orphanage in Eng- 
land is a standing proof of a prayer-hearing and 
a prayer-answering God. When there was not a 
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morsel of food in the home, Muller prayed. Not 
a word did he say to those on the outside. He 
dealt with God alone, and the orphans, two thou- 
sand of them, never went hungry. Again and 
again I have asked God for money, money that 
I needed, and without saying a word to anyone 
in the world, the money has come, and that too in 
most unexpected ways. God answers prayer. 
What greater proof could we have? How will 
you, my infidel friend, explain it? You never 
have, you never can, and you know it. 

Third, the power of the Gospel. 

When you can produce something that can 
change a Saul of Tarsus, with murder in his heart 
and deadly hatred in his soul, to Paul, the lowly 
follower of Jesus Christ whom he scorned, and 
make him the great leader and champion of those 
whom he persecuted, then you may be able to ex- 
plain away the power of the Gospel. Yes, and 
when you can produce something that can change 
nations from savage barbarians to respectable 
citizens, that can deliver men from drink and 
opium, lust and sin of every description, that can 
lead them to build hospitals and asylums, homes 
for the aged and the fatherless, then and not un- 
til then, you may set Christianity aside. Men held 
in the grip of tobacco, drink, drug, theft, murder, 
cannibalism, adultery and other habits, after try- 
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ing everything else, have come to Jesus Christ 
and have found the fetters snapped and the chains 
broken. Only Christ can remove the fear of death. 
Only He can set the prisoner free. How many 
hospitals and orphanages has atheism built? Athe- 
ism spends its time, not building up, but tearing 
down. Its work is destructive rather than con- 
structive. It seeks to rob those who find solace and 
comfort in religion of their faith, and to send 
them out into a dark, unknown and _ hopeless 
eternity. When you, who pride yourselves on 
being atheists, can produce something that can 
exert the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
then you may cast aside the Bible and ignore its 
Author. But until then you had better hold your 
peace. 

Atheism, I am convinced, can never succeed, at 
least not until the Antichrist reigns, because it is 
a negative philosophy, and there is something in 
the heart of man that cries out for God. Man 
instinctively worships. He was made for God, 
nor can he ever be satisfied until he finds his rest 
in his Creator. Christianity is positive. It has a 
constructive, positive message. It meets a real 
need. Hence atheism has no more chance of suc- 
cess than has a ship against the rock of Gibraltar. 

‘We tell the atheists that their philosophy is 
destructive, that they take away our faith. And 
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immediately they come back by saying that we 
send our missionaries to the foreign field to take 
away the religious beliefs of the heathen. I an- 
swer, we do not. We give them the Gospel, and 
their own beliefs and practices just naturally fall 
off. Let atheism give us something better in re- 
turn for our faith in God, and we will very 
quickly accept it. 

A day of reckoning is coming. A hundred 
years from now you will be somewhere, ah yes, 
somewhere in spite of what you say and pretend 
to think. And what is more, you know it; deep 
down in your heart you know it. Death does not 
end all, and what you fear most is death and its 
consequences. You only think you are an atheist. 
In reality you are not. You try to make yourself 
believe there is no God, but deep down in your 
heart you know that there is. Yes, and in the 
silent hours of the night you fear the God you » 
oppose, and you dread above everything else the 
thought of that day when you will meet Him face 
to face. “It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.” “It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment.” 
You cannot get away from it. God will see that 
you keep His appointment, much as you would 
like to break it. Death first, then judgment. What 
are you going to do about it? 
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If you are an honest doubter you will not long 
remain one, and if you do, all I can say is that 
you are false to your own position. I say this 
because God has made ample provision for every 
honest infidel. He has provided a way, the only 
way by which you can know and know for sure. 
And if you are honest you will accept it. You 
will find it in John 7:17: “If any man will do 
His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” And 
the challenge that Jesus Christ threw out to the 
unbelievers of His day, I too throw out to the 
atheists of my day. Now then, are you honest? 
Do you want to know? ‘Then here is God’s 
method: “If any man will do His will, he shall 
know.” What then is His will, the work He en- 
joins? “This is the work of God, that ye should 
believe in Him whom He hath sent.” Will you 
believe? Not “can you,” but “will you?” Do you 
want to? Then do what many an infidel has al- 
ready done; kneel down and in all sincerity offer 
this prayer: “Oh, God, if there be a God, save 
me, and if Jesus Christ is Thy Son, reveal it to 
me. I will accept Him as my Saviour. I will! I 
will!” Say it, pray it, mean it, and see if God 
does not make Himself known in a way that 
you can never doubt again. If you will do that 
you will know God, God says so. “He shall 
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know.” Take God at His word and see what will 
happen. But until you are ready to do that I 
would not waste my time arguing with you. To 
convince you intellectually would mean nothing. 
You must yield your will and believe in your 
heart. You say you can’t. You lie. God says 
you can if you will. But if you don’t wil to do 
His will you never can believe. I challenge you 
to do what He wills you should do. 

Now there is another plan that will work along 
with this one. It is suggested in John 20:31. It: 
is the reason, the purpose for the writing of John’s 
Gospel. Listen:—‘‘These are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have life 
through His name.” Well now, do you want to 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? 
Do you? Are you an honest doubter? Then read 
the things written. Yes, I mean it; take the © 
Gospel of John, sit down, and slowly, thoughtfully 
read it through from beginning to end. I chal- 
lenge you to do it. Infidels, so-called, as a rule 
know little or nothing of the Bible. Old, worn- 
out arguments are capitalized and used; but when 
it comes to a knowledge of the Word they are at 
sea. They cannot give you the contents of a 
single book in the Bible in most cases. To them 
it is a closed book. They neither read nor study it. 
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Books about it, books against it they read, but 
the Bible itself they ignore. 

Now I want to say that if you, atheist though 
you profess to be, will do what I have suggested, 
if you will read thoughtfully the Gospel of John, 
you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and if you will then do what I have 
challenged according to John 7: 17, you will have 
life, eternal life, through His name. But before 
you commence will you bow your head and rever- 
ently ask God to illuminate the sacred page and to 
reveal Himself to you as you read? Then get 
alone where you can be quiet and uninterrupted, 
and read it through at one sitting, from beginning 
to end, and see if you will not say with Nathaniel, 
“Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God”; and with 
Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God”; yes, and with Thomas, ‘“My Lord and my 
God.” Will you do it? Will you? 

And now in closing let me quote the last words 
of skeptics and unbelievers in general. Hear what 
they have to say on their dying bed, these men 
and women who have dared to attack God and 
His Word. For it is when men are at death’s door 
that the real secrets of their hearts are exposed; 
it is then that they say what they really believe. 
Not while in life; in life they cover over; they 
seek to hide their real selves. But bring them 
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face to face with death and see what they will 
do, hear what they say. To stand at the side of 
a dying infidel is an experience that few will ever 
want to repeat. Oh, how different from the death 
bed of a true Christian! What a contrast! But 
let them speak for themselves. Listen :-— 


THOMAS PAINE 


“He would call out during his paroxysms of 
distress, without intermission, ‘O Lord help me! 
God, help me! Jesus Christ, help me! O Lord 
help me!’ etc., repeating the same expressions 
without the least variations, in a tone that would 
alarm the house. ‘I would give worlds if I had 
them,’ he cried, ‘that the Age of Reason had never 
been published.’ ”’ 

VOLTAIRE 


“For three months, remorse, reproach and blas- 
phemy, all accompany and characterize the long 
agony of the dying atheist. His death, the most 
terrible that is ever recorded to have stricken an 
impious man, will not be denied even by his com- 
panions in impiety. Their silence, however much 
they may wish to deny it, is the last of those cor- 
roborative proofs that could be adduced. Not 
one of them has ever dared to mention any sign 
given of resolution or tranquility by the premier 
chief. Such a silence expressed how great their 
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humiliation was in his death. In spite of all the 
infidel philosophers who flocked around him, he 
gave signs of wishing to return to the God he had 
so often blasphemed. He called for the priest. 
His danger increasing, he wrote entreating the 
Abbe Gualtier to visit him. He afterward made 
a declaration in which he in fact renounced his 
infidelity. Voltaire had permitted this declara- 
tion to be carried to the Rector of St. Sulpice, 
and to the Arch Bishop of Paris, to know whether 
it would be sufficient. When the Abbe Gualtier 
returned with the answer, it was impossible for 
him to gain admittance to the patient. The con- 
spirators had strained every nerve to hinder their 
chief from consummating his recantation, and 
every avenue was shut to the priest whom Vol- 
taire had sent for. Rage succeeded to fury and 
fury to rage again during the remainder of his 
life. 

“D’Alembart, Diderot, and about twenty others 
of the conspirators never approached him but to 
witness their own ignominy; and often he would 
curse them, and exclaim: ‘Retire! Be gone! 
What a wretched glory have you procured me!’ 
They could hear him, the prey of anguish and 
dread, alternately supplicating or blaspheming 
that God whom he had conspired against; and 
in plaintive accents would he cry out, ‘O Christ! 


120 WHEN ANTICHRIST REIGNS 


O Jesus Christ!’ and then complain that he was 
abandoned by God and man. Eis physicians, 
thunderstruck, retired, declaring the death of 
the impious man to be terrible indeed. The pride 
of the conspirators would willingly have sup- 
pressed these declarations, but it was in vain. 
The Mareschal de Richelieu flies from the bedside 
declaring it to be a sight too terrible to be sus- 
tained; and Dr. Tronchin, that the furies of 
Orestes could give but a faint idea of those of 
Voltaire. In one of his visits the doctor found 
him in the greatest agonies, exclaiming, with the 
utmost horror ‘I am abandoned by God and man.’ 
He then said, ‘Doctor, I will give you half of 
what I am worth, if you will give me six months’ 
life.’ The doctor answered, ‘Sir, you cannot live 
six weeks.’ Voltaire replied, “Then I shall go to 
hell,’ and soon after expired.” 


FRANCIS NEWPoR?T 


“Who, alas! can write his own tragedy with- 
out tears, or copy out the seal of his own dam- 
nation without horror? ‘That there is a God I 
know, because I continually feel the effects of 
His wrath; that there is a hell I am equally cer- 
tain, having received an earnest of my inheritance 
there already in my breast. I have despised my 
Maker and denied my Redeemer; I have joined 


Wuen Anticurist REIGNS 121 


myself to the atheists and profane, and continued 
this course under many convictions, till my in- 
iquity was ripe for vengeance and the just judg- 
ment of God. How idle is it to bid the fire not 
burn when fuel is administered, and to command 
the seas to be smooth in the midst of a storm! 
Such is my case; and what are the comforts of 
my friends? Whither amI going? Damned and 
lost forever. God has become my enemy and 
there is none able to save me.’ His voice failed 
and he began to struggle and gasp for breath; 
which having recovered, with a groan dreadful 
and horrid as if it had been more than human, 
he cried out, ‘Oh, the insufferable pangs of hell 
and damnation!’ and then expired.” 


A Dyince UNIVERSALIST 


“My day has gone by!” said he. “It is too 

late for me!—it is too late!’ ‘No sir; it is not 
too late. If you want God’s mercy you may 
have it.” 
“Mercy! Mercy!” he vociferated; “that is 
what makes my situation so dreadful! I have 
despised mercy! I have scoffed at God! I have 
refused Christ! My day has gone by! I am 
lost! I am lost! Oh, fool! fool! I have been 
a fool all my days!” 
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His father entered, saying, “You have never 
done any hurt to anybody.” 

“Don’t talk to me, father,” said he in a tone 
of hatred and anger. “You have been my worst 
enemy! You have ruined me! You told me 
there was no hell. Don’t come here now to try 
to deceive me any longer. I have laughed at hell; 
and now hell laughs at me! God will punish sin- 
ners! He has taken hold of me, and I cannot 
get out of His hands. There is an awful hell.” 


OTHERS 

“All is dark and doubtful.”—-Gibdon. 

“All my possessions for a moment of time !”— 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Asking his wife for a glass of water, he said: 
“T will not be able to get any where I am going.” 
He drank it greedily; then looking his wife in 
the ‘face, exclaimed: “Oh! Martha, Martha; 
you have sealed my everlasting damnation!” and 
died—Anonymous. 

“The fiends, they come; O save me! They 
drag me down! Lost! Lost! Lost!’ A moment 
later she said, “Bind me, ye chains of darkness! 
Oh! that I might cease to be, but still exist. The 
worm that never dies, the second death.” —Jennie 
Gordon’s death. 

“Until this moment I thought there was neither 
a God nor a hell. Now I know and feel that there 
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are both, and I am doomed to perdition by the 
just judgment of the Almighty.”—Sir Thomas 
Scott. 

“T am lost! I am lost!”’—Gambatta. 

“My sin is greater than the mercy of God. I 
have denied Christ, voluntarily. I feel that He 
holds to me no hope.”-—Francis Spira. 

“T am suffering the pangs of the damned.”— 
Tallyrand Perigord. 

Now let us turn to some of the death bed scenes 
of believers. Hear what they say and note the 
contrast :-— 

Joun Payson’s DEatTH 

His dying chamber was an extraordinary, a 
sublime scene; he cried out: “It is enough; 
Christ died for me; I am mounting up to the 
throne of God!” Then breaking forth in raptur- 
ous strains of praise, and clasping his hands, he 
said: “I know I am dying, but my deathbed is 
a bed of roses; I have no thorns planted on my 
dying pillow. Heaven already is begun; ever- 
lasting life is won; is won; is won. I die a safe, 
easy, happy death. Thou, my God, art present, 
I know, I feel Thou art. Precious Jesus! Glory! 
Glory be to God!” Soon after he died exclaim- 
ing: “My God! My God! My God!” 


Davin BRAINERD 
“My delight is to please God and be wholly de- 
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voted to His glory; that is the heaven I long for, 
that is my religion and my happiress, and always 
was, ever since I suppose I ever had any true 
religion. The watcher is with me; why is the 
chariot so long in coming? Look forth; why 
tarry the wheels of His chariot?” 


JouHNn WEsLEY’s DEATH 


As the friends gathered around his dying bed, 
he attempted to speak, but observing that he 
could not be understood, he paused, and collecting 
his strength, exclaimed: ‘The best of all is, God 
is with us.” “And then,” says a witness of the 
scene, “lifting up his dying arms in token of 
victory, and raising his feeble voice with a holy 
triumph, not to be expressed, he cried out, “The 
best of all is, God is with us.” On being informed 
that the widow of Charles Wesley was core, he | 
said, in allusion to his deceased brother, ‘He giv- 
eth His servants rest.’ He thanked her, as she 
pressed his hand, and affectionately endeavored 
to kiss her. As they wet his lips, he said, ‘We 
thank Thee, O Lord, for these and all ‘Thy mer- 
cies; bless the Church and King; and grant us 
truth and peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
forever and ever!” “He causeth His servants 
to lie down in peace”; “The clouds drop fatness” ; 
“The Lord is with us, the God of Jacob is our 
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refuge,’—such were some of his broken but rap- 
turous ejaculations in these last hours. Again 
he summoned the company to prayer at his bed- 
side; the chamber had become not merely a sanc- 
tuary, it seemed the gate of heaven; he joined 
in the service with increased fervor; during the 
night he attempted frequently to repeat the hymn 
of Watts, which he had sung the preceding day; 
but could only utter, “I'll praise—I’ll praise—” 
The next morning the sublime scene closed. Joseph 
Bradford, long his ministerial traveling com- 
panion, the sharer of his trials and successes, 
prayed with him. “Farewell!” was the last word 
and benediction of the dying apostle. 


Bitty Bray’s HomE-Goinc 

On Friday he came downstairs for the last 
time. Tio one of his old friends who, a few 
hours before his death, asked him if he had any 
fear of death, or of being lost, he said: “What? 
Me fear death? Me lost? Why my Saviour con- 
quered death. If I was to go down to hell, I 
would shout glory! glory! to my blessed Jesus, 
until I made the bottomless pit ring again, and the 
miserable old Satan would say, ‘Billy Billy, this 
is no place for thee; get thee back.’ Then up to 
heaven I should go, shouting glory! glory! praise 
the Lord!” A little later he said, “Glory!” which 
was his last word. 
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Martin LutHeEr’s DEATH 


His friends wanted him to take some medicine. 
“I am going and shall soon render up my spirit,” 
said Luther, repeating three times; “Father, into 
Thy hands I commit my spirit, for Thou hast 
redeemed me, Thou God of truth.” He then lay 
quite still, making no reply to the questions of 
those about him, until after rubbing his pulse 
with strengthening waters, Dr. Jones said in his 
ear, “Rev. Father, will you stand by Christ and 
the doctrines you have preached? Does it stand 
the agony of death?’ “Yes, yes! A thousand 
times yes!” cried Luther, and turning on his side 
he fell asleep. 

TOPLADY 


“Sickness is no affliction, pain no curse, death 
no dissolution, the sky is clear, there is no cloud. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” 


Joun Oxtosy’s DEATH 

“Oh, what have I beheld; such a sight as I 
possibly can’t describe. There were three shining 
forms stood beside me, whose garments were so 
bright, whose countenances were so glorious, that 
I never saw anything to compare with them be- 
fore.” His dying prayer was, “Lord, save souls; 
do not let them perish.” Shortly after he shouted, 
“Glory, glory, glory!” and was gone. 
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CATHERINE Bootn’s HomeE-Goinc 


“The waters are rising, but so am I. I am not 
going under, but over. Don’t be concerned about 
your dying, only go on living well, and the dying 
will be all right.”” Her last words were spoken to 
the General: “Till the day breaks and the shad- 
ows flee away.” 


Dr. WAKELY’s TRIUMPHANT DEATH 


“They will inquire in the morning, ‘Is Brother 
Wakely dead?’ Dead! No! Tell them he is bet- 
ter, and alive for evermore.” I said, “Yes, anda 
higher and nobler life.” He replied, ““Wonder- 
fully enlarged! Oh, wonderfully enlarged! Let 
me have a little plot in the quiet cemetery, and 
let me sleep there until the great rising day. I 
know the old ship. The Pilot knows me well. 
He will take me safe into port. Heavenly breezes 
already fan my cheeks. I shall not be a stranger 
in heaven. I am well known up there. Like 
Bunyan, I see a great multitude with white robes, 
and I long to be with them. ‘To depart and be 
with Christ is far better. When you go to the 
grave, don’t go weeping. Death hath no sting. 
The grave hath no terror. Eternity hath no dark- 
ness. Sing at my funeral. Hark! hark! hear ye 
not the song? Victory is ours. There is great 
rejoicing in heaven. Roll open, ye golden gates, 
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and let my car go through! I must wait until the 
death-angel descends.” 
WHITEFIELD’S DEPARTURE 

“Lord Jesus, I am weary in Thy work, but 
not of Thy work. If I have not yet finished my 
course, let me go and speak for Thee once more 
in the fields, and seal the truth, and come home 
to die. I had rather wear out, than rust out.” 
He ran to the window, panting for breath, and 
saying, “I’m dying,” and almost immediately 
breathed his last in his chair. 

LATIMER’S MARTYRDOM 

“Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play 
the man! We shall this day light such a candle, 
by God’s grace, in England, as, I trust, shall 
never be put out!” After this he cried, “O Father 
of Heaven, receive my soul!” 

OTHERS 

“I shall be satisfied with Thy likeness; satis- 
fied—satisfied—satisfied !”—Charles Wesley. 

“T shall soon be with Jesus. Perhaps I am too 
anxious. Can this be death? Why, it is better 
than living! Tell them that I die happy in Jesus.” 
—John Arthur Lyth. 


“We shall meet e’er long, to sing the new song, 
and remain happy forever in a world without end. 
Take me, for I come to Thee.”—John Bunyan. 
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“The sun is setting; mine is rising. I go from 
this bed to a crown. Farewell.”—S. G. Bangs. 


“Earth recedes; heaven opens before me!”— 
D. L. Moody. 

Friend of mine, tell me, which death will be 
yours? Remember, there can be no escape. “It 
is appointed unto men once to die.” Who said 
so? God! The God whom you reject and de- 
spise. But how will you die? What thoughts 
will be yours in that awful last hour? Will it be 
the death of an atheist or the home-going of a 
believer? It is for you to decide. Oh, let me be- 
seech you, now, before it is forever too late, to 
cast aside your doubt and to say, “I will! I do! 
I now believe that Jesus died for me,” and this 
moment get down on your knees right where you 
are, and tell Him so. For He will have mercy and 
abundantly pardon, 


CHAPTER VI. 
SrxtH ADDRESS. 


S THERE a personal devil?—Has Satan always 

been a devil?—Is he in reality the hoofed and 

horned creature of our imagination?—How did 
he become the devil?—Where is he now?—How will 
he resurrect the man of sin?—Will Judas be the 
Antichrist ?—W hat will be his characteristics? —-How 
will he be destroyed? 


Three sinster beings must be recognized, as the 
chief actors in the End-Time drama; the devil, 
the Antichrist and the false prophet. They are 
very clearly distinguished in Revelation 19:20 
and 20: 10, ‘‘And the beast was taken [the Anti- 
christ] and with him the false prophet.” ‘And 
thee devilen. i. kk was cast. .>... where the beast 
and the false prophet are.” Hence they are dis- 
tinct personalities, 

I know of course that there is a tendency today 
to reject the teachings of the Bible regarding the 
existence and activity of a personal devil. But 
I am old-fashioned enough to believe that he is 
just as real as I am, and that he is still as active 
as ever. There are some verses written by Alfred 
J. Hough with which I am in perfect agreement. 
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And in all seriousness I, too, would ask the ques- 
tion: “Who carries the business on?” Things 
do not just happen. Some evil power must be 
back of the sin and crime of the world. And if 
the devil is not responsible, who is? But let me 
quote the verses :— 


“Men don’t believe in a Devil now as their fathers used to 
do; 
They forced the door of the broadest creed to let his 
Majesty through. 
There isn’t a print of his cloven foot, or a fiery dart from 
his bow, 
To be found in earth or air today, for the world has 
voted so. 


“But who is it mixing the fatal draught that palsies heart 
and brain, 
And loads the bier of each passing year with ten hundred 
thousand slain? 
Who blights the bloom of the land today with the fiery 
breath of hell, 
If the Devil isn’t and never was? Won’t somebody rise 
and tell? 


“Who dogs the steps of a toiling saint, and digs the pit for 
his feet? 
Who sows the tares in the field of time wherever God 
sows His wheat? 
The Devil is voted not to be, and, of course, the thing is 
true ; 
But who is doing the kind of work the Devil alone should 
do? 
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“We are told he does not go around like a roaring lion now; 
But whom shall we hold responsible for the everlasting 
row . 
To be heard in home, in Church and State, to the earth’s 
remotest bound, 
If the Devil by a unanimous vote is nowhere to be found? 


“Won’t somebody step to the front forthwith and make their 
bow and show 
How the frauds and crimes of a single day spring up? 
We want to know. 
The Devil was fairly voted out, and, of course, the Devil’s 
gone; 
But simple people would like to know who carries the 
business on.” 


But now let us look at this so-called trinity of 
evil that we may better comprehend the awiul 
background of the End-Time period. We are con- 
cerned, first of all, of course, with the devil him- 
self, that diabolical personage who for so many 
thousands of years has been the god of this world. 


The devil, unlike God, is a creation of time. He 
did not always exist. Nor has he always been a 
devil. There was a time when there was no devil. 
For when Satan was first created he was created 
as one of the cherubims and was appointed to a 
position of very high authority. How long he 
remained in his exalted position is not revealed, 
but certain it is that he was once one of the great- 
est of God’s created angels. This part of his life 
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is clearly revealed in Ezekiel 28:12-19. To 
merely read it is to realize that the language used 
and the statements made go far beyond the King 
of Tyre, who is here set forth as a type only. But 
let us look at the description itself :-— 

“Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the 
sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou 
hast been in Eden the garden of God; every 
precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, 
topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and 
the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the 
carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy 
tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in 
the day that thou was created. Thou art the 
anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set 
thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of 
God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst 
of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways 
from the day that thou was created, till iniquity 
was found in thee. By the multitude of thy mer- 
chandise they have filled the midst of thee with 
violence, and thou hast sinned; *serefore I will 
cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: 
and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from 
the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was 
lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast cor- 
rupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: 
I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee be- 
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fore kings, that they may behold thee. Thou hast 
defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine 
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; there- 
fore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of 
thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to 
ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that 
behold thee. All they that know thee among the 
people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be 
a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.” 

Hence he was a cherub (14, 16). In his un- 
fallen state he was the wisest of the wise and the 
most beautiful of the beautiful (12-13). Not 
only that, but he was perfect in his ways before 
God (15). And in addition he radiated light, an 
indescribable brightness (17). What a majestic 
personage he must have been! How honorable! 
Why he has been depicted with hoofs, horns and 
tail, I know not. There is no such description in 
the Bible. He was the perfection of all that is 
beautiful, the highest of God’s creations. 

Then too, this passage makes it clear that he 
was created (13). He is not, like God, from 
everlasting to everlasting. He was not like Christ, 
with God in the beginning. 

But it was his beauty that caused his down- 
fall (17). His heart was lifted up. So much 
more beautiful was he than any other, so much 
more intelligent, so perfect at every point, that at 
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last he became proud. He began to think of him- 
self, and finally there came the realization of his 
power. Finally, one awful, never-to-be-forgotten 
day, his iniquity was discovered: (15); and for 
the first time in the history of the universe, there 
was a discordant note. 

Now turn if you will to Isaiah 14: 12-17. Let 
us read it first of all:— 

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, 
son of the morning! how art thou cut down to 
the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For 
thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God: I will sit also upon the mount of the con- 
gregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the 
Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down 
to hell, to the sides of the pit. They that see thee 
shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, 
saying, Is this the man that made the earth to 
tremble, that did shake kingdoms; that made the 
world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities 
thereof; that opened not the house of his prison- 
ers?” 

What language! How marvelous the descrip- 
tion! Here we find Satan addressed by name. 
“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, 
son of the morning!” What must the angels have 
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thought! Let the heavens veil their faces. Stand 
back, ye angels of God. Seraphim and cherubim, 
turn your faces, gaze not on scenes so strange. 
Satan is falling, the mighty Lucifer, son of the 
morning, the covering cherub. Heard ye not his 
boast? Know ye not his ambition? Hearken! 
“T will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God. I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most 
High.” What rebellion! What chaos! 

Steady, universe. Can’st thou hold together 
still! Doth God’s hand yet control! Or must 
thou reel like a drunken man? Ah, no! Fear not, 
ye angels, ye ministers of the Almighty; the mes- 
senger of judgment hastens fast. His sentence has 
already been pronounced. Brief, so brief it is, 
but terrible beyond expression. ‘Thou shalt be 
brought down to hell” (15). Yes, and “they that 
see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, saying, 
Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, 
that did shake kingdoms” (16). a4 Satan, wilt 
thou ever forget that day! 

And in the fall of Satan we have the story of 
sin’s entrance; for when he dared to say “TI will,” 
he manifested that spirit of rebellion which has 
hurled mankind to destruction. “I will” spells 
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sin.” As Isaiah says, “We have turned every 
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one to his own way.” God’s plan is set aside; 
man’s predominates. Oh, fateful day. 

Christ was there. Our blessed Lord bears wit- 
ness to what happened. He saw it all. “I beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven” (Luke 10: 
18). And thus to the earth he comes. It must 
henceforth be the scene of his activity. And here 
for some six thousand years he has carried on his 
diabolical work, every moment actively, tirelessly 
opposing God and His program, recognized by 
all as “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 
22>. 

Is he mad? Has he vowed vengeance in his 
heart? Does he hate the people of God? Listen: 
“Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 
(1 Peter 5:8). Having been cast out of heaven 
he must now scheme and plan to wreck the human 
race. Nor does he lose any time. He sees and 
grasps his opportunity in Eve, and man too has 
fallen. Thus the great war commences. Man 
after man is opposed, Every saint is compelled 
to meet his attack. At last Christ is born, the 
Son of God, whose place he doubtless coveted. 
Three times he strikes at Him and three times 
he is hurled back. At Calvary he is bruised, but 
not silenced. Before the throne of God he braz- 
enly accuses the followers of the most High, ac- 
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cuses them as he accused Job so long ago. (Rev. 
12:10; -Jobe6-11): 

But, hallelujah! his time is short. The tribula- 
tion starts and his accusations are no more. It 
is now time for a second trial of strength, for 
the devil is to be denied access to God and must 
at last vacate even the air. You have the battle 
described in Revelation 12:7-12. Listen to it: 

“And there was a war in heaven: Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; 
neither was their place found any more in heaven. 
And the great dragon was cast out, that old ser- 
pent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him. And I 
heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of His Christ: for the ac- - 
cuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused 
them before our God day and night. And they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony; ard they loved not 
their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye 
heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the’ 
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the 
devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 
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There is no doubt as to his identity. He has 
several names. Here he is designated as “the 
dragon,” “that old serpent,” “the devil,’ and 
“Satan.” Nor is he alone; for when he fell, his 
followers also fell, and with him ever since has 
been an army of angels, faithfully obeying his 
dictates. And now they too are hurled from the 
air. Thus the great tribulation is ushered in, the 
devil himself personally superintending and lead- 
ing on. Great is his wrath and short his time. 

For three and a half years, or thereabouts, he 
carries on his diabolical work. It is the time of 
“Jacob’s trouble.” Fearful are the sufferings of 
the saints, terrible the ravages of those three short 
years, for Satan himself is now upon the earth, 
and it is his day. All his plans and schemes of 
the past fade into insignificance as he deliberately 
proceeds to blot the name of God off the face 
of the earth. And he spares no pains to succeed. 
For long centuries he has waited. Now is his 
opportunity. His plans are laid. Heis ready. He 
acts. 

Away down in the bottomless pit is the spirit 
of a man who once walked this earth. For some 
two thousand years he has awaited the summons 
that is to bring him back to physical life. He may 
be Nero. Perhaps Antiochus will be chosen. Pos- 
sibly Judas Iscariot. Who knows? True, Judas 
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was called by Jesus “‘the son of perdition.” And 
it was also Jesus who made the significant declara- 
tion, “Good were it for that man if he had never 
been born.” But stranger still is this statement 
made by our Lord of Judas, “One of you is a 
demon.” Of no other man has such a thing ever 
been said. Unusual language this. Will Judas be 
the Antichrist? In II Thess. 2: 1-12, the Anti- 
christ is called “that man of sin, the son of per- 
dition.” 

Doubtless he will be a reincarnation. God 
resurrected His Christ, and Satan will resurrect 
his. In Revelation 17:8, as I have already 
pointed out, he is “the beast that was, and is not; 
and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go 
into perdition.” 

Down through the caverns of the damned 
the voice of Satan sounds. It is the summons for 
which the man of destiny has awaited through the 
centuries. Swiftly, yea, swifter than the light- 
ning, perchance with a shout of jubilation, he 
bounds up, and a moment later joins his leader. 

The Roman Empire has been revived. ‘The 
Emperor is assassinated, slain by a sword. He 
dies and goes to the place of departed spirits. His 
body is not yet cold. The spirit just brought up 
enters the warm flesh and clothes itself with the 
physical body of the dead. He rises, Emperor 
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and Antichrist in one, a resurrected being, a re- 
incarnation (Revelation 13: 3, 14). 

And now commences a period of persecu- 
tion and suffering so terrible, so relentless that all 
others pale into insignificance. Its leader is the 
Antichrist energized by the power of Satan. 
Within three and a half short years he is deter- 
mined to bring the entire world into subjection, 
to blot Christianity off the face of the earth and 
to become himself the object of worship. Christ 
must be dethroned and he, the Antichrist, en- 
throned. No pains are spared to bring this about. 
And to a large extent success attends his efforts. 
Untold thousands bow down in worship before 
both the dragon and the beast; in fact, only those 
whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life refuse their homage. 

Paul’s description of the Antichrist in 2 Thes- 
salonians 2:12, is clear and precise. He tells us 
how God is opposed and he himself exalted. How 
he seeks to take the place occupied by Christ, the 
position for the coveting of which Satan in the 
long ago lost his throne. He also describes the 
destruction that awaits this monster of iniquity. 
There can be no possible misunderstanding as to 
the course he will pursue. But let us read the pas- 
sage :— 

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming 
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of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in 
mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day 
of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by 
any means; for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of 
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshiped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when | | 
was yet with you, I told you these things? And 
now ye know what withholdeth that he might be 
revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already work; only he who now letteth will 
let, until he be taken out of the way. And then 
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
even him, whose coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness 
in them that perish; because they received not 
_ the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they 
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all might be damned who believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

In Revelation 13:1-10 we have a vivid de- 
scription of the Antichrist and his diabolical 
work. This chapter, it will be remembered, we 
have already vizualized in our first book. 

Away back in Daniel the career of the Anti- 
christ is vividly portrayed. He is spoken of as the 
“King of fierce countenance, and understanding 
dark sentences.” It is stated that, “his power shall 
be mighty, but not by his own power; and he 
shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and 
practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the 
holy people” (Dan. 8:23, 24). This description 
is of Antiochus E;piphanes, but it clearly prefigures 
the Antichrist. 

Then again in Daniel 11: 36-39, we have per- 
haps the most amazing revelation of all regarding 
the Antichrist and his doings. This passage reads 
as follows :— 

“And the king shall do according to his will; 
and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak marvellous 
things against the God of gods, and shall prosper 
till the indignation be accomplished; for that that 
is determined shall be done. Neither shall he re- 
gard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of 
women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify 
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himself above all. But in his estate shall he hon- 
our the God of forces: and a god whom his 
fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and 
silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant 
things. ‘Thus shall he do in the most strong holds 
with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge 
and increase with glory; and he shall cause them 
to rule over many, and shall divide the land for 
gain.” 

Notice, he will exalt himself, do according to 
his own will, magnify himself above very God, 
speak marvelous things against God, prosper 
“till” the indignation or great tribulation comes to 
its allotted end. “Might is right” will be his 
policy, for he will honor force. Thus is described 
the most dreaded being apart from Satan that the 
world has ever known. 

But the trinity of evil is not yet complete; there 
must be one more. The Holy Spirit has to be. 
counterfeited. Moreover the Antichrist needs a 
prophet to proclaim him among the nations. 
Hence the “false prophet” is brought upon the 
scene (Rev. 13:11-18). Thus through these 
three, Satan, the Antichrist and the false prophet, 
the great tribulation reaches its climax. 

But at last the limit is reached. ‘The mad 
reign of the Antichrist comes to a close. Christ 
returns. And with the brightness of His coming, 


Wuen ANTICHRIST REIGNS 145 


Antichrist and his armies are destroyed. And 
to the lake of fire burning with brimstone he is 
consigned, along with the false prophet, there to 
endure the full penalty of his rebellion. The facts 
given in Revelation 19:20, read as follows :— 
“And the beast was taken, and with him the false 
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with 
which he deceived them that had received the 
mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of 
fire burning with brimstone.” 

At the same time a special angel with a great 
chain is commissioned to bind Satan and to see 
that he is kept for a thousand years in the bottom- 
less pit, the abyss. “And I saw an angel come 
down from heaven, having the key of the bottom- 
less pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and 
shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he 
should deceive the nations no more, till the thou- 
sand years should be fulfilled” (Rev. 20: 1-3). 
So much for the devil. For a thousand years at 
least he will trouble the world no more. 

Jesus Christ now takes over the reins of gov- 
ernment and as King on David’s throne, rules the 
world in peace and righteousness. And along 
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with the twelve apostles, all who have faithfully 
followed Him here, will reign with Him then. 
This, you will recall, is borne out in Matthew 19: 
27-28, where Christ answers Peter’s question; 
“Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; 
what shall we have therefore?” Listen: “And 
Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That 
ye which have followed me, in the regeneration 
[the millennium] when the Son of man shall sit 
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones; judging the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael.” Then in Revelation 5:10, we have this 
promise: “We shall reign on the earth.” Paul 
also makes the same declaration when he says 
“If we suffer, we shall also reign with him” (2 
Tim. 2:12). Thank God! What a time that will 
be! Our day, nay, His day, will come at last. 
And He shall reign as King of kings and Lord 
of lords, the Prince of Peace. I believe it, right | 
here on David’s throne, for the promise made to 
David must be fulfilled. And thus for a thousand 
years this earth will be governed in righteousness. 
With Satan bound, sin curbed, war no more and 
Christ on the throne, the desert will bloom and 
blossom as the rose, and the joy of Eden be re- 
stored, Hallelujah! 
But that is not all. A thousand years later one 
last glimpse is given. In Revelation 20:3 we 


WHEN ANTICHRIST REIGNS 147 


read this:—‘“‘After that he must be loosed a 
little season’; viz., after the thousand years. 
Then in verses 7-10, all three are once more 
brought together. Satan has been loosed. Again 
gathering the nations, he wages a final battle. 
Multitudes flock to his standard. The saints are 
surrounded and the city besieged; when suddenly 
from the heavens above there darts forth a flash, 
a flame, a ball of fire, and in a moment Satan and 
his hosts are destroyed. And in the lake of fire 
and brimstone, along with the Antichrist and the 
false prophet, he is to pay the penalty for his re- 
bellion against God. 

“And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the 
four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together to battle: the number of 
whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went 
up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: 
and fire came down from God out of heaven, 
and devoured them. And the devil that deceived 
them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever.” 

All is over now. Earth’s history has closed. 
The last Judgment has passed. For a thousand 
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years Christ has reigned. God’s cause is now tri- 
umphant, sin and wickedness dethroned forever- 
more. The earth, like a scroll, has been rolled up 
and destroyed. Everything is new again. 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea. And I heard 
a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears trom their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed 
away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Be- 
hold, I make all things new” (Rev. 21:1, 3-5). 

Ah, beloved! what a glad day that will be! 
What rapturous joys shall be ours! Think of it 
—two thousand, five thousand, ten thousand years 
hence, and to last eternally! Do you not long for 
it? But are you going to miss it, miss it for the 
sake of a few short years lived for self? Surely 
not! Oh, then, hasten, if you know Him not, 
and even as you read, say “Yes.”’ For remember, 
it must be Christ or Satan, and that throughout 
Eternity. Therefore I bid you, choose Christ, 
and choose Him now. 
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